
August 31, 2007

CERTIFIED MAIL
RE~ RECEIPT REQUESTED.

JeffPratt
Ventura County Department of Public Works
800 South Victoria Avenue
Ventura, CA 93009
(80S) 654..2040

Dear Mr. Pratt:

This letter is in regard to the levees that are accredited on the effective Flood Insurance Rate Map
(FIRM) and in the effective Flood InsuranceStudy (PIS) report for the Ventura County
Watershed Protection District. Theselevees are identified on an enclosure to this letter. The U.s.
Departmentof Homeland Security, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), is in the
process of producing a countywide PIS report and Digital Flood Insurance Rate Map (DFlRM)
for Ventura County, California. This effort is being undertaken as part of FEMA's Flood Map
Modernization Program.

Flood hazard infonnation presented on the effective FIRM and in the PIS report is based, in some
areas, on flood protection provided by thelevees identified on the enclosure. Based on the
information available and on the mapping standards of the National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP) at the· time that the PIS was performed, FEMA accredited the levees with providing
protection from the flood that has a I-percent-ehance of being equaled or exceeded in any given
year. The I-percent-annual-chance flood also is referred to as the base flood~

For FEMA to continue to accredit the identified levees with providing protection from the base
flood, thelevees must meet the criteria ofthe Code of Federal Regulations, Title 44,
Section 65.10 (44 CPR 65.10), titled "Mapping of Areas Protected by Levee Systems" (copy
enclosed). In accordance with 44 CFR65.10(a), it is the responsibility of the community or other
party seeking recognition of a levee·system,· to provide the data defined and· outlined within the
regulation. Specifically, the design and construction data provided mustbe certified by a
registered professional engineer or by a Federal agency with responsibility for leveedesign.

FEMA understands that it may take time to acquire and/or assemble the documentation necessary
to fully comply with 44 CPR 65.10. Therefore, FEMA has incorporated a process into the.
schedule of flood Map Modernization that, if needed, will provide the Ventura County

. Watershed Protection District with additional.time to submit all the necessary documentation.
Initiation of this process can take place onlyifthe levee owner and a representative of each
impacted community . n and return the enclosed reement to theFEMA Region IX office
within90days of the ate of this letter (before November 7)..
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In addition,·the·following must be provided:
o Acopy of the adopted operation and maintenance plan for the levee; and
o Records oflevee maintenance and operation, as well as tests of the mechanized

interior drainage systems~ if applicable..

Completion and submittalof the agreement, as well as the operation and maintenanceplan and
records. will serve as an official request that FEMA label the levee as a Provisionally Accredited
Levee (PAL)onthe DFIRMand will serve as agreement that, to the best of your knowledge, the
levee meets the criteria of 44 CFR 65.10. It is the responsibility of the levee owner to submitthe
data required by 44 CFR 65.10 before FEMA can accredit the levee as providing protection from
the base flood.. ·The completed package must be submitted. to· the FEMA RegioIl IX office before
November 30,2007 for the levee to receive the PAt designation. Please note thata levee that has
maintenance deficiencies is not eligible for PAL consideration.

By endorsing the enclosed agreement, you state that all the necessary documentation will be
provided within 2-:-years to comply with 44 CPR 65:10; that is before September 1~ 2009. If you
are unable to submit all the documentation necessary to meet the criteria of 44 eFR 65.10 before
this date, FEMA will initiate a map revision to redesignate certain areaS on the landward side of
thelevee as floodprone. .

Levees will be labeled as PALs duringthe 24..month period to conveyto map users thatlevee
certification verification is underway. FEMA recommends that lhelevee owner -and the impacted
communities implement outreach efforts to infonn affected property owners that an assessment of
the levee is underway. FEMA also encourages the purchase of flood insurance, even though
coverage is not federally required for the areaslan~wardof the accredited levee.

Hthe documentation necessary to fully comply with 44 CFR 65.10,includinganexisting
operation and maintenance plan and record of on-site inspection, is readily available, please
submit the data to this office. Upon receipt of your submittal, FEMAwili review the data and
determine whether the.levee·will conti.lUe·to.be accredited with providing protection from the
base flood.

If the only grounds for the levee in question notcurrently meeting the 44 CFR 65.10 criteria or
PAL requirements are maintenance issues, then the FEMA Region IX office must be contacted
-by letterto bring attention to the matter before the end ofthis 90-day period to submit the
enclosed PAL agreement-If you notify FEMA that the levee has known maintenance
deficiencies t then a I-year correction period can be provided to remedy these deficiencies.. This
I-year correction period would beginon November 30, 2007, if you notify FEMA within 90 days
of the date of this letter. During the i-year correction period, FEMA will move forward with the
current flood hazard mapping project as if the areaslandward.of the levee is to be located in a
Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA);the mapped area subject to inundation by the base flood.
However~ FEMA will delay issuanceof the Letter ofFinal Determination (LFD) and effective
DFIRMuntil thel-yearcorrection period has elapsed.

For FEMA to remove the SFHAlandward of the levee, the following requirements must be met
within the I-year correction period:

• All the criteria contained in 44 eFR 65.10 submitted toFEMA,Q[
• SubmittaLofthe entire PAL application, includingthefollowingdocrimehtation:

o· An agreement signed by the community and/or levee owner stating that the PAL

I
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designation is warranted because the levee meets the requirementsof 44 CFR 65.10;
o A copy of the adopted operation and maintenance plan for the levee; and
o· Records oflevee maintenance and operation, as well as tests ofthe mechanized

interior drainage systems, if applicable.

Once the I-year correction period has expired, FEMAwill assess any submitted data and
determine whether anYrnapping revisions are necessary. Hno data have been submitted within
the I-year correction period, orif the submitted dataare determined inadequate, FEMA will issue
the LID and effective DFIRM to show the areas .landward.of a maintenance deficient levee as
located in a SFHA. However, if all of the criteria of 44 CFR 65.10 or the entire PAL application
is submitted before the I-year correction period has elapsed, then FEMA will show the levee on
the newly effective DFIRM as accredited or provisionally accredited, as applicable.

Ifyou have additional questions regarding the specific submittal requirements, please contact
RaymondT. Lenaburg; Senior Engineer, of my staff, either by telephone at (510) 627-7181 or by
facsimile at (510) 627-'714Tor by facsimile at (510) 627-7147.WelookfoI:'Ward to working with
you and community officials to address this important matter. If there is anything we can do to
facilitate the submittalprocess, pleaselet us know.

Sincerely,

~~~~~,~...~..SallY~~;~
Mitigation Division

- FEMA Region IX

Enclosures:
• Title 44 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFRJ, Section 65.10 (44CFR65.l0)
• Requirements of44 CFRSection65.10: Mapping of Areas Protected by Levee Systems
• Letter of Agreement and Request for ProvisionallyAccredited Levee (PAL) Designation.

and Agreement to Provide Adequate Compliance With the Code of Federal Regulations,
Title 44. Section·65.10 (44 CPR 65.10)

• Levee Status Map
• Levee Status Table

I
I
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Copies Furnished

Senator Feinstein State Office

Senator Boxer StateOffice

.Representative Gallegly District qffice

Ricardo Pineda, CA DWR
NFIP State Coordinator

Colonel Thomas H, Magness, USACE, LA District
Commander .

Mr. Gerard Kapuscik, Special·Projects Project Manager
Ventura County Watershed Protection District

i



Letter ofAgreement and Request for Provisionally Accredited Levee (pAL) Designation and Agreement to
Provide Adequate Compliance with th'e Code of Fedend Regulations, Title 44, Section 65.10 (44 CFR 65.10)

PAL AgreementForm

We, the undersigned, have received a letter from FEMA dated August 31, 2007 with an enclosed "Levee Status
Table "and two enclosed documents titled "Title 44 a/the Code a/Federal Regulations (CFR), Section 65.10 (44
CFR 65.10) " and "Requiremerzts 0/44 CFR Section 65.1 0: Mapping ofAreasProtected by Levee Systems." We
understand that FEMA is in the process ofproviding anupdated Flood Insurance Rate Map for Ventura County,
California and that the flood hazards around levee(s) identified on the Map and LeveeStatus Table with ill ,
numbers _'_, _._, __~ ·will be remapped to reflect that these levees have been designated a PAL. This/these
levee(s) or leveesystem(s) is/are also known as -,....-.;..,....-__~ --:- _

To the best of our knowledge, the levee(s} identified above meet the criteria of 44 CFR 65.10 and has!h?ve been
maintained in accordance with an 'adopted operation and maintenance plan. For Scenario A (non-USACE Program)
levees, this must be evidenced by an attached Operation and Maintenance Plan and records of levee maintenance
and operation, as well as Test Records of Mechanized Interior Drainage System. We hereby submit to FEMA
within 90 days (before November 30, 2007) our agreement to provide FEMA with all the necessary infonnation to
show that the levee(s) identified above comply with 44 CFR65.l0. We understand that this documentation will be
proVided before September 1, 2009. Providing theinfonnation described in44 CFR 65.10 will allow FEMA to
move forward with the flood mapping for Ventura County, California: We fully understand that if complete
documentation,of compliance·with 44'CFR 65.1 Ois not provided within the.designated timeframe·of24 months,
FEMA will initiate a revision to the Floodfusurance Rate Map for Ventura County, California to redesignate the
area as, floodprone. ' ,

Instructions for Completing this Form: .
• On thisPAL Agreement Form, fill-in the levee ill numbers and levee(s) name/description for which the

Provisionally Accredited Levee (PAL) designation is requested. A separatePAL Agreement Form is
recommended for each unique levee owner/levee system. Make copies of this blank form to requestPAL
designation for multiple levee systems, as necessary.

• This document is available on-line (in a PDF format that can befilled-in electronically) via the link named
"Generic.PAL Agreement Fonn for Region IX" at http://nnc.lnapmodteam.comirmc9IFact Sheets.htm

Levee Owner Representative (signature): -'-_---'_:....-- _

Levee OwnerRepresentative (print name): ,....- --:- ~ ___

Community CEO (signature): __---'__ ,....,- -_

Community CEO (print. name): ~--_-...._'__-'---

Other, if applicable (signature): _---' -'--_--------,

Other, if applicable (print name): ....._-------

Required Attachments for Scenario A (non-USACEProgram)Levees only:
• Operation and Maintenance PlanahdRecords
• Test Records of Mechanized Interior Drainage System

Provisionally Accredited Levee (PAL) Agreement Form

Date: __....,..- _

Date: _

Date: ---,-_

lof1
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City of Camarillo

USACE I
Levee I VCWPD Constructed ICongressional District

Object ID Levee ID I· Type I Levee ComnlUnity Levee Status Flood Source Effective FIRM Panel Organization. Representative I Comment
VCnlura County

VenlUJa County. CitY \Vatershed Proleclion
14 ICON~I ILevee INo lofCarmrillo May he PAL A eliciblt: Cone'o Crcek 0650200003B. 065020oo06B District . hkDlcscnllltive Gallcgly

Ventma County
Ventura Cotinly, City

~::~dPrOleCliOn IRepresentative Gallcgly110 ICHD-l ILevee INo lofCalllllriU" May he PAL A elicible Camarillo Hills Drain 06041309058.06502ooo04B I
... Ventura County

Watel"shed Protection
119 ICC-3 ILevee INn ICity of Camarillo IMay be PAL A elimble Icalle""a, Creek 0650201l005B District IRepresermltive Gnllc1!lv

Ventum County
Wutcrshed. Protection

120 ICC-2 !Levee INo ICity of Camarillo IMay be PALA eligible . !calleljUas Creel< !0650200002B.06502ooo05B !Dist,ict IRepresentative Gallegly

City of Fillmore

USACE I
l,evee I VCWPD

I Type I Constructed COl1gressional District
Object ID Levee ID Levee Community I,evee Status Flood SourCe Effective FIRM Panel Organi7.ation Representative Comment

Venmra Coonty MAPIX is curreatly
Yentura Coullly. City 06041500010: 06041306208. Watershed Protect-ion pclforming levee failure

46 Isc-I ILevee Ives lot' Fiilmore May be pAL A eligible Ses1'C. Creek 0604130615B District Representative Gallegly analvsis for. th;s levee.
Ventu'" Coonly MAPIX is CUJTl:lllly

Ventora County. City W~lters~d Protection perfnrmipg levee failulC
81 IN/A ILevee-like INo 1of FiUTllol'e May be PAL A eliJ(ible Pllle Creek 060415000 10. 0604 1306201l District Reorcsentlltive Galle·!ly analvsisfor ihis.levee.

VcnIU," Coooly MAPIX. is eOrrClllly
Veutu," County. City W.torshed.Protection performing levee failure

82 IN/A ILevee-like INo lofFilimorc Mav be PAL A eli.;ble Pole Creek 060415000 10; 0604 130620B District Representative Gallogly analysis for this leyee.
106 SCR-4 Levee No ICity of Fillmore May be PAL A eligible Santa Clara River 06015000lD Ci!Y<>fFili",,,,c Rcorcsentative G.lIeelY
114 JSCR-S .ILevee J!'iu lCity of JiillmOlC May be PAL A c1igilrle SOlita Clara River 06041 30620B•. 06015000 10 Ciiy of FiUn."e R.oprcsel~.tive GaJlogly ..

USACE

I ILevee I VCWPD I Type I Constructed
Object ID I,evee ID Levee Community Levee Status Effective FIRM Panel Organization Comment

VeTlturaCoonty
W:J.ters~d Prol~ctio-n

35 IN/A ILeveo-llke INo DistriCl Re n:,sentativc Galle"l
Venlur. Coonty
Watershed Protection

39 IN/A [kvee·ljke INo M4J3079511,0607120lJll5A District
YenlUr. County
Waten;hed Prolection

122 IAS-2 ILevee INo ICilY of Moorpark IMiJy be PAL A eli.ible ICalle.ulIS Creek !ll607120005A IDistricl !Representative Gallcgly
Venlura County
Watershed Proreclion

123 IAS-2 ILevee INo ICily ofMuorpark !MilY be PALA eligible ICallegt"" Creek !0607120005A IDi'triet IRcptesentalive·G.Uegly
Ventura County
Wiltershed Protection

124 IM-3 ILevee INo Icity ofMuorpark IMay be PAL A eligible !calleguas Creek 10607120005A IDistrict IRepre,ent.live Galfc elv
Ventura County
Wlltcrskd Protection:

125 Di,trici
126 City of Moorepark



MAPIX is currently
performi'ng levee failure

aru1ly~i:; for this levee.

MAPIX is currcntty
pcrforlning le"ee fajlll[~

ana1nis fOf this levee,

Cumment

Comment

MAPlX jlO'.cuncnlly
performing levee fallure
aoah.'sis for this levee,

MAPlX i' currently
performing levee failure

anulysis for tlus 'e,rCc.

MAPlX is currently
ptrfonmng levee failure
Ulmlvsis for thl'i levee,

Congressional District
R"presenta~ive

Rcpre:;cntativc GallcglY.
Representative Capps

Representative G~)lccly

Repre.,entanve GaileltlV

Effective FIRM Panel I Organization

Congressional District
EffediveFIRM Panel I Organization I Representative

IVenllll~ County

060-ll}0545C, 06041307108 I~~:::~dProtection

VenruraCnunty
Walers&d Prol:ct;.tion

06041307458 tOi"rict

VCnlUrJ County
Watershed Protection

0604l307208,060419OO05B IDistrict

Ventura County

Watershed Protection

06041308808 lDistri'ct IRepresentative Capps

VentUf'4 County

Watershed Protectinn
06041308858, 06041308808 IDistrict IRepresentative Capps

VenlUr.1 Counly

Watershed P",lection
0604J30880B,Il6(l4170005C IOi'trict IReNesentatiye Canns

Ventura ~ounty

Watershed Protection
060413088511, 0604130880B IOistrict IRepresentative Capps

Vcnrura Cnupty

Watershed Protection
0604130880B. 060417OO05C IOi,trict IRepresentative Capps

City of Oxnard
i j i

USACE
Levee VCWPD Constructed

Object ID Levee ID Type Levee Community I Levee Status I Flood Source

Vcntu'aCounly, City
76 N/A Levee·like No of Oxnard May be PAL A e1igihle IVictoiia Avenut: Drain

Victuria Avenue Drain

El Rio Owin

Santa Clara River

City of San Buenaventura
i i

USACE
Levee I YCWPD I Type I

Con51ructed
Object ID Levee ID Levee I Community Levee Status I Flood Source

Venlum Counly,Cily
53 IYR-l IIxvec IYes lof SlIn Buenavenrora Ma

Ventura Cmmty, Ci'y
102 IVR-2 IIxvoe INn I"f San Iluellaventura Ventum River

City of San

104 ISCR-2 ILevee INn IBuenavcntura Santa Clara River

City of Santa Paula
USACE

Levee YCWPD I'. Constructed Congressional District
Object ID Levee ID Type Levee Community Levee Status Flood"Soun:e Effective FIRM Panel Organization RepreSentative Comment

Venlu'" County, City

105 SPC-l I..ev~e Yes ofSanra Pau)a May he PALB eligible San!ll Paula Creek 0604130760C.060420003D USACE I{Cpreilelllat;ve Gallegly





Ventura County
USACE

Levee I VCWPD I Type I
Constructed Congressional District

ObjectID Levee-ID Levee Levee Status Flood Source Effective FIRM Panel Organization Representative I Cumment
Veillura C;::ounty
Watershed Protection

N/A ILevee-like INo IVcntura Coun Ma be pAL A eligible Todd Barr.inca 0604130570B District
Ventura County
W.ler,;!Jed Protection Represenr..tive Gallegly;

II IN/A ILevee-like INo IVentura Countv IMav he PAL A elimblc IHidden Valley Wasb !0604130945B District Re feSicFlU\tive Cit s

Ventura Connty
Wateflo;hed Protection RepreSeDlative Gallegly;

12 IN/A ILevee-like INo IVc:ntura COUIll District Representative Clll)PS
Venlufa County
Water,d'ied Protection

14 ICON-I Ilrvee INo U65020(J003B. 0650200006B District Re resenhuive Galle

Ventura County
W'aJen.hed" PfOtectioJl

15 IN/A Ilrvec-likC INo IVelllur. Coun M;i be "ALA eli 'ble 0604130905B Districl

City of Oxnard protected -by
Ventura County this structure: structure is not

Nyeland DraiIilNyeland Drain W-,ttcrshed Ptutection IUL"atL"d in lhi,S: community
16 IN/A IT..evee-likeINo 060417001OC,0604130885B District

Ventura.Cuunty MAPIX i, currently
060431088SB.060,H3076SB. Watef$~d Protection performing Jevee failure

18 ISCR-l Ilrvce IYes be PAL A eli rible Santa Clara R;ver 0604130745B District snah.'~i5 for this levee.
Venlura County
\\'at'crst¥:d Protection

24 IN/A ILevee-tike INo IVentura Counly IMay be PAL A elil(ible IHappy Camp Canyon j06Cl4130825B IDistri"t
Ventura County

Watershed Protection
27 IN/A Ilrvce-Iikc 06041 ,0685C District

Ventura-County
WatershcdProlectiun

28 IN/A Ilr,'cc-like DistriCI
Ventura County
\\-·atershcd Protec.tion

'9 IN/A Ilrvee-likc INo IVenllua Coun Santa Clara River 0604130665B District
Venlura County
Watershed Protection

30 IN/A Ilrvee-Iikc INo !Velllllra County IMay be pAL A eli -ble Holser Can"on Creek 0604130650B ' DidTh:l
Ve~l[aCounty

V\latershed Pn,:llL-ction
37 IN/A ILevee-like INo lVentura Cou;, 0604130705B Dislrkt

Ventura Couoty

Watershed Pmleclion
38 IN/A Ilrvee-Iike INo 604130795B District

Ventun, COUllty
Water.;hed Protection Representative Gallegly,

39 IN/A ILel'ee-like INo 604130795B. 0607120005A District Re resentalive Co s
Venllml CountY
Waten:hed Protection Repre<cnlitive Gallogly,

40 IN/A 06041307908 Di~irtet Re resentative Ca s
Venlura County IMAPIX is euncntly

0611415000 ID. 0604 I30620B, Wate",hed Protection Represcntative Gallcgly, performing levee failure

146 ISC-1 ILevee IVes 0604130615B District Re reKentative en s aM'nis fortbis le\'ee.
Velllura County
Watershed Protection Representative Gallegly,

52 IN/A EllswOrth Barmnca 0604130750B District Re re-scnt:llive C'l: 5

Ventura County
Watersred Protection Representative Gallegly,

53 IVR-l 0604130720B,060419OOO58 DistricI Representative C~lnlJS





Rep,esentative Gallegly,
/OJ IVR-3 ILevee INo be PAL A eli 'ble Rc resenlativ~ Crt s

105 ISPC-l Ilevee IYes

109 IASR-2 Iwvee Arru 0 SMI. Rosa

110 ICHU-l ILevee Camarillo Hills Drain

III ISCR-7 Iwvee INo IVentura CounlV IMw he PAL A e1iciblc ISanta Clara RivCJ:

113 ISPC-l Iwvcc lYe. IVenlu," Coul1l

115 IRS-l II..evce INo IVenlum Coulllv IMav be PAL A elicibIe IRevolon Channel

116 IRS-I ILevee INa IVenIU~J COimty IMav he PAL A eligible IRevalon Channel

117 IRS-I Iwwe INa IVentu,. COI,nty lM.1y he PAL A eligible IRevo)on Channel

118 IRS-l Iwvee INo IVemura County IMay be PAL A eligible IRevolon Channel

121 ICC-I ILevee INa IVentura CountY lM.1v be PAL A eligible ICallom,.s Creek

127 ICC-l ILevee INo IVenlum County IMay be PAL A eligible ICalloguas Creek



City of Camarillo.Levee Status Map







City of Fillmore Levee Status Map







City of Moorpark Levee Status Map··







City of Oxnard Levee Status Map





City of San Buenaventura Levee Status Map







City of Santa Paula Levee Status Map



City of Simi Valley Levee Status Map





Ventura County Unincorporated Areas Levee Status Map














































