
Brown Act Summary 

 

Overview of the Brown Act 

 

Introduction 

  

 The Brown Act (which is found at Government Code Section 54950 et seq.) seeks to 

ensure that the deliberations and actions of local government entities are taken openly 

in a public meeting where all persons are permitted to attend. 

 

 The Brown Act was originally enacted in 1953. 

 

Basic Rule and Purpose 

 

 1. Legislative Declaration 

  “In enacting this chapter, the Legislature finds and declares that the public 

 commissions, boards and councils and the other public agencies in this State 

 exist to aid in the conduct of the people’s business. “ It is the intent of the law 

 that their actions be taken openly and that their deliberations be conducted 

 openly.” 

 

 2. Basic Rule 

  “ All meetings of the legislative body of a local agency shall be open and public, 

 and all persons shall be permitted to attend any meeting of the legislative 

 body”. 

 

 3. Key Components of the Brown Act 

  Compliance with the Brown Act involves an understanding or the meaning and 

 application of the following key terms: 

 

• Legislative Body 

• Meetings 

• Open and Public 

• All Persons Permitted to Attend 

 


