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The Ventura Water 

Reclamation Plant

• Treats all of the 

wastewater 

generated in the 

City of Ventura

• The City reuses 

the water for turf 

irrigation and …



The Ventura Water 

Reclamation Plant

• The plant 

discharges the 

portion not used 

for landscape 

irrigation to the 

Santa Clara River 

Estuary



The Ventura Water 

Reclamation Plant

• The Estuary 

discharge is 

controlled by a 

permit issued by 

the State Water 

Board



Recycled Water      
Market Study

(submitted March 2010)

Wetlands Feasibility
Study

(submitted March 2010)

Estuary
Synthesis Report      

(submitted March 2011)

Estuary
Alternatives
Development

Phase 2 Study
(submitted March 

2013)

Revised Estuary
Synthesis Report     

(submitted Sept 16, 
2011)

Recommendations 
Memorandum

Special Studies Requirement



Water Use Alternatives 

Evaluation Criteria
√ Improve effluent quality

√ Reduce effluent flow

√ City water supply 

benefit

√ Reliable water 

management 

practice

√ Create new habitat

Cost√
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Flow and Quality
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8 (no wetlands) 6.2 – 7.7 148 101 167

0 0 9.6 – 12.5 58 107 183

2 4 4.5 - 8 78 110 183

4 4 3 – 5.2 115 111 182

5 4 2.8 – 4.7 132 110 177

8 5 3.5 – 4.9 157 85 160



Comparison of Alternatives vs Criteria
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Phase 2 Work Elements 

• Report Submitted March 2013

– Collect more data on estuary water balance 

and water quality 

– Additional evaluation on wetlands siting and 

costs

– Additional evaluation on reuse opportunities 

and costs



Phase 3 Work Elements 

• Phase 3 Due December 2015 

– Incorporate additional data collected into 

alternatives analysis

– Evaluate how to pair up recycled water and 

wetland options into scenarios for diverting 

flow from the estuary and determine costs 

and benefits



New Treatment Wetlands

• Stakeholder input.

• Located on the City 

owned parcel.



• 3 phases to expand 

reuse through 

irrigation

• Indirect potable 

reuse

• Direct potable reuse

Reuse Opportunities



Next Steps

Final Report with permit adoption

Implement permit requirements


