
November 3, 2016
7:00 – 9:00 pm

The Museum of Ventura County
100 East Main Street

Downtown Ventura Cultural District

Thank you to our sponsors:

Mayor’s Arts Awards

2016
Honoree Reception
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Ventura High  
School Regional 
Occupational Program:  
Floral Design

Dear Friends of the Arts in Ventura,

I am delighted to host the Mayor’s Arts 
Awards which have honored arts leaders, 
patrons, educators and emerging and 
community artists dedicated to nurturing 
our city’s lively arts community and cultural 
life since 2005.

On behalf of the City of Ventura and the City Council, 
I thank you for joining me tonight as we recognize the 
impressive accomplishments of seven outstanding honorees 
singled out for this twelfth annual celebration.

I also offer warm thanks to the selection panel that 
convened for the difficult task of reviewing the many 
strong candidate nominations and of forwarding 
recommendations to me as Mayor and the city’s Cultural 
Affairs Commissioners for our approval.

Gratitude also goes to our many partners for tonight’s 
event, especially our host, the Museum of Ventura County, 
and artist Lis J. Schwitters for designing the “Mark of 
Excellence” award given each year to every honoree. 

These annual awards are a vital and beloved tradition for 
everyone who esteems the arts and Ventura. The awards 
cultivate a greater visibility and understanding of the 
value of the arts to the public at large while showcasing 
the economic impact of Ventura’s creative businesses, arts 
leadership and patrons.

The Mayor’s Arts Awards Honoree Reception is but 
one small way to say “well done” and “thank you” 
to all members of our creative community—for their 
contributions, their dedication and their passion to serve 
our city through the arts.

Sincerely, 

                  Erik Nasarenko

 Anna Rios Bermudez Michael O’Kelly Andrea Shigeko Landin 
 Arts Leader Artist in the Community Arts Educator

 New West Symphony League Miranda Leigh Mize 
 Arts Patron Emerging Artist 

 Debbie Golden Helle Scharling-Todd Miriam Arichea 
 Arts Leader Artist in the Community Arts Educator

 Miriam Chase Wille Pete Ippel 
 Arts Patron Emerging Artist 

 Todd Collart Gerald Zwers William Hendricks 
 Arts Leader Artist in the Community Arts Educator

 Sue Pollack, Mary Perez, Kevin Clerici Uriel Leon 
 Arts Patrons Emerging Artist 

 Lorenzo DeStefano Debbie Fox, Fox Fine Jewelry Pam Cohen 
 Arts Leader Creative Entrepreneur                Arts Educator

 Barbara Meister Johanna Spinks Katrina Maksimuk 
 Arts Patron Artist in the Community Emerging Artist 

 Tim Schiffer Steve & Polly Hoganson Mary Perez 
 Arts Leader Creative Entrepreneur                Arts Educator

 Ann Deal Susan Cook Maribel Hernandez 
 Arts Patron Artist in the Community Emerging Artist 

 Helen Yunker Sylvia White, Sylvia White Gallery Jack Halbert 
 Arts Patron Creative Entrepreneur Artist in the Community

 Margaret Travers Bob Moskowitz Chris Jay 
 Arts Leader Arts Educator Emerging Artist 

 Albert & Micheline Sakharoff Michele Chapin 
 Arts Patron Artist in the Community

 Chris Velasco Patricia Strickland Veronica Valadez 
 Arts Leader Arts Educator Emerging Artist 

 Affinity Bank  Phil Taggart 
 Arts Patron  Artist in the Community

 Moses Mora Kathleen Noblin Jennifer Livia 
 Arts Leader Arts Educator Emerging Artist 

 Josh Addison  Paul Lindhard 
 Arts Patron  Artist in the Community

 Linda Ottsen Carlisle Cooper Brian McDonald 
 Arts Leader Arts Educator Emerging Artist 

 Sandra and Jordan Laby Gerd Koch 
 Arts Leaders Artist in the Community 

 Clarissa Boeriu Ventura Visitors & Convention Bureau 
 Arts Educator  Special Initiative

 Lee Hodges MB Hanrahan  
 Arts Leader Artist in the Community

 Focus on the Masters Michel “Michellino” Petersen  
 Arts Educator Special Initiative

www.cityofventura.net

A collaboration of the City Manager’s 
Office and Parks, Recreation and 
Community Partnerships Department
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Past Mayor’s Arts Awards Recipients



Arts Patrons

Mark & Janet Goldenson

“The continuous and substantial support of the Goldensons 
has – in a major way – defined who we are as an Arts 

Community and as a City,” says nominator Henning Ottsen. “And they personally 
understand the impact of arts on young people,” adds Karyl Lynn Burns. Every 
lover of music, theater and art in Ventura has them to thank for “being the best 
patrons they can possibly be” in the amounts of their philanthropic giving and “far 
beyond that” for their passion and enthusiasm “on the front lines in promoting” 
innumerable arts events, youth outreach after-school programs and Ventura anchor 
organizations including the Rubicon Theatre, NAMBA, Channel Islands Chamber 
Orchestra, Harmony Project, Ventura Music Festival, Project Understanding, First 
United Methodist Church Ventura, Habitat for Humanity and scholarships or 
programs at Ventura College, UConn, UC Berkeley and Golden Gate University 
beyond our city limits.

Artist in the Community

Dr. KuanFen Liu

“KuanFen has been a force in the music community of this city 
since she arrived in 1999,” says nominator Henning Ottsen, leading 

bell, children’s and chancel choirs at First United Methodist Church in Ventura as its 
Chancel Music Director. In 2003 she founded both the Channel Islands Chamber 
Orchestra and its Choral Association. As their artistic director and conductor she has 
expanded their reach far into our communities at all age levels. She presents concerts 
to almost 2,000 fourth-graders each year at their schools, provides opportunities for 
young players to perform as soloists and works on year-round music curricula with 
several school districts that include orchestral concerts in school auditoriums. She 
leads across-the-county singers drawn from elementary schools, community groups 
and CSUCI in performances of such masterworks as Leonard Bernstein’s “Mass” and 
Mozart’s “Requiem.” KuanFen is a California State University Channel Islands Assistant 
Professor with a D.M.A. (Doctor of Musical Arts) degree from USC Thornton 
School of Music, an M.M. (Master of Music) from Eastman School of Music and B.F.A. 
(Bachelor of Fine Arts) from Tawiwan’s Tunghai University.

Creative Entrepreneur

Geraldine (Dina) Pielaet

“Dina comes from a place of genuine creative service,” says MB 
Hanrahan. “She is a selfless visionary, with uncompromising standards. 

Her commitment to the arts, to artists, and to promoting what is beautiful in 
society is an expression of her basic compassionate nature.” The fields of visual 
communications she is master of exceed the number of siblings (12!) she grew up 
with in a very creative household – as artist, community arts producer, designer, 
photographer, videographer and founder of Gallery 33 and 451Media, a print, web 
development and fine art publishing firm that produced Ventura LIFE Magazine. “As 
a collaborative and supportive producing /curating artist,” Dina is “a cross-category 
community treasure” able to bring together “art, marketing outreach, fundraising, 
personal patronage and the production of uniquely combined local cultural activities” 
and projects often working with her partner Amy Jones. Dina is currently the Ventura 
County Community College District’s Marketing and Multimedia Specialist.

Arts Leader

Jim Rice

“Jim is a rare combination of creative inspiration, social collaborator 
and doer,” says Nicholas Deitch, “a passionate man who has brought 

leadership to the city’s arts community through his capacity as President and 
Executive Director of the Bell Arts Factory” since 2011. Able to translate his business 
savvy immediately into the non-profit world ”Jim has the vision and the foresight to 
know what will work and what will serve not only the neighborhood but also the city 
and county,” adds Anna Bermudez, whom he recruited to curate Museum of Ventura 
County exhibits in the Bell Arts Tool Room. “Bell Arts, as an artist studio complex, an 
ad hoc activist headquarters and community focused non-profit has not only survived, 
but flourished under Jim’s inclusive and buoyant leadership style,” says MB Hanrahan. 
“Jim leads and inspires with infectious but realistic enthusiasm.” Jim has themed and 
curated many exhibits in the Bell Arts Community Room, championed such emerging 
artist as Uriel Leon and Broc Ellinger, and elevated Bell Arts’ positive impact on 
Ventura Avenue by serving on the Westside Community Council, HEAL Zone and 
Kellogg Park Committee.

Arts Educator

Jodi Farrell

Supporting letters from past students agree that Jodi Farrell “has been 
a huge influence on some of the best artists who originated in our city 

and are now working on Broadway and throughout the United States and the world.” 
Annually rated by VC Reporter polls as the “Best Music Teacher in Ventura County,” 
this voice, guitar and piano coach of exceptional talents has worked with both student 
beginners and experienced performers “patiently, tirelessly and enthusiastically” in 
her private midtown studio for 22 years and at Rubicon Theater, Ventura College 
and Bombay’s Bar & Grill performance workshops. She provides “loving, disciplined 
support for each student” as she imparts “her deep knowledge of music and her 
wonderfully positive personality,” wrote one student. Another said, “the most valuable 
asset Jodi brings to her students is that she is also a passionate lifelong learner, solo 
singer songwriter and first class performer.” She is currently a member of a local 
acoustic rock band called TreCoustics. A fine musician who believes “our children 
are our greatest works of art,” she “passes on her musical excellence to the next 
generation. Working with Jodi is forming an exciting artistic partnership that is also a 
genuine pleasure.”

Student Artist

Kaylie Pendleton

It can truly be said that Kaylie Pendleton, at only 16 years of age, has 
“an eye for art.” A short film documentary called “Learn to Play” won 

a Writers Guild showcase award in Hollywood portraying how Kaylie overcame cancer 
by chemotherapy and removal of one eye in infancy to pursue her passion for art, figure 
skating and aerial performance. Her plans to attend a college art school and pursue 
a career in art were fostered early by her current El Camino High School art teacher 
and mentor MB Hanrahan who invited Kaylie’s Girl Scout troop and other young 
students to design and paint the children’s entrance mural for E.P. Foster Library. In 
2015 Kaylie collaborated with MB and Cuban artist Pedro Pulido on an ArtWalk mural 
“Havana to Ventura” on Ventura Avenue and in 2016 with artist Jennifer Brennaman for 
a new Pierpont Elementary School mural. Before that Kaylie has shown work at the 
Ventura County Fair, Barnes & Noble and City Hall and entered the Congressional Art 
Competition for High School Students. “Kaylie looks to leave an impact on society and 
she is well on her way to a bright future” writes her mother Denise.

Welcome & Remarks

Erik Nasarenko, Mayor

Awards Presenters
Betsy Chess 

Cultural Affairs Commissioner 
Museum of Ventura County Director of Development 

Elena Brokaw 
Museum of Ventura County Interim Director 

Anna Bermudez 
Museum of Ventura County Curator of Exhibits & Collections 

Barbara Brown 
Public Art Commissioner & CEO of BBM&D Strategic Branding

Brian McDonald 
 Associate Producer/Director of Education and Outreach  

for the Rubicon Theatre Company

MB Hanrahan 
Artist

Entertainment
Caleb Bigler & Blake Kasting Duo

Mayor’s 
Arts 
Awards

2016 Honorees 2016 Honorees
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Awards Selection Committee

Betsy Chess 
Cultural Affairs Commissioner &  

Museum of Ventura County Director of Development

Anna Bermudez 
Museum of Ventura County Curator of Exhibits and Collections

Barbara Brown 
Public Art Commissioner & CEO of BBM&D Strategic Branding 


