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' Saint Bonaventure Ventura’s First City Council 7>
Fra junipero Serra / . | , / | the beautiful cursive handwriting of the day.
A bbb dotrionk Kafred f In California the Franciscans named Ventura city and county government began in = gpoieiin o

That first year of government, Ventura’s staff of five spent a

' budget of $7,465 — for which residents paid an annual tax of one
dollar per head. Council actions that first year included building

D e {  apublic well for $50 — for which water users paid 25 cents per

T s  month - and paving Main Street — then called Camino Real -

and above a liquor establishment. When our
first mayor, Walter Chaffee, wanted to convene
a City Council meeting, he had only to leave
his general store, cross the street and climb the

their missions — and the cities that grew
along side them — after saints from their
order in the Roman Catholic Church.
San Buenaventura - Serra’s ninth and

“Little Juniper” (Fra Junipero
Serra) founded our mission in

| 782 and Chumash Indians
lived here long before that,

Rl the City of San final mission he lived to see established ;tazr s above Spears Saloon — where Capriccio's fjf o to the river. i
o before his death — is named after Saint estauran? is located tqday — to the first offices of Ventura City D y 7 — N G e ¢

: Buenjl\;ljentzra marks its l;ltrth Bebabettive. o weic ook o Hall and, in 1872, the first Ventura County Courthouse. braend;t)(;l 5’]; ngerZzZ C;gt;r i)eprzejecnetngz Z leer rues(:linz izne(j arczatt g 2

{Z)en;egi;:turle O(,)fl ;:1666); :}U en Dol ddesul edi atie bobk bolled 4 F Then as now, the City of San Buenaventura was a bilingual _ entertainment tax of $2 per billiard table. £
- inerdriafn Meri® &d Detom or T community. Our second mayor - saloonkeeper Angel Escandon = . | . ‘7 . Z

e -O / Callfon?la -y Mind’s Road to God.” The city’s official name, deemed too lon was Latino. Half the sindicos or council members spoke Spanish % . ﬁne o0 gy Rl 3,00 Cl.ty &0 Ve outlau{ed Gl . -
our city, now nicknamed oA l t. l )l/ Jirbill : " g bg as their first language and the other half spoke English. The J dr wing, hor il 0{"0_’ bull fighting onor near Main Street y
Ventura, one of the first ik B3 0 R R i g minutes of the first meetings — kept today between leather boards /7. 100 fine] lfmtted miking on the mairtroads to $ata’ 40 7
charters in southern California. NaLIGECREIE B - UGS (IR RN K tigee. U in the archives of the City Clerk’s office — are written in Spanish in family [$25 fine] and forbade concealed weapons within city | f :

common use today. | limits [$100 fine].
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