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2007 Mayor’s Arts Awards honor five local residents  
 
Mayor Carl E. Morehouse, AICP, is pleased to announce the winners of the third annual 
Mayor’s Arts Awards. This program was created in 2005 with the following goals: 

• Recognize major contributions of individuals, organizations and businesses to 
Ventura through the arts. 

• Cultivate greater visibility and understanding of the value of the arts. 

• Build new leadership and develop patrons for the arts. 
 
In June a four-member selection panel representing business, educational, and cultural 
interests was convened to review nominations for this year. Using the criteria 
established in the awards guidelines, the panel reviewed a total of eighteen nominations 
in five categories (seven more nominations than last year). After deliberations, scoring, 
and final rankings, one honoree was selected from each of the five categories (a list of 
the honorees is attached). The panel’s recommendations were forwarded to Mayor 
Morehouse and approved by him.  
 
A reception sponsored by the Crowne Plaza Hotel Ventura Beach and Weaver Wines 
will be held on Thursday, November 15 to recognize honorees. Each honoree will be 
awarded with a special edition work on paper created by local artist Lis Schwitters 
entitled Mark of Excellence. 
 
For information contact: Eric Wallner at (805) 677-3911 or ewallner@ci.ventura.ca.us.  
This release is available at www.cityofventura.net under the “Press Room” link. ### 
 
Honorees for the 2007 Mayor’s Arts Awards 
 
Arts Patron - Josh Addison 
Nominated by Curtis Cormane, Michael O’Daniel, and Moses Mora, Josh Addison is the 
founder and developer of the Bell Arts Factory, transforming an old 20,000 square foot 
mattress factory on Ventura Avenue into a vibrant, mixed-use community arts center. In 
addition to its 25 artists studios, the facility’s Janet Addison Community Room is 
dedicated to community-based activities such as poetry slams, neighborhood meetings, 
dance and movement classes, exhibitions and free or low cost after school and Saturday 
arts classes for children and youth. Josh also serves on the board of the Boys and Girls 
Clubs of Ventura, the Advisory Board for the Rubicon Theatre and the WAV Project 
(Working Artists Ventura) and was a sponsor of the Focus on the Masters Studio Artist 
Tour. One nominator described Josh as an “art-repreneur”, while local artist MB 
Hanrahan says “Josh’s enthusiasm, leadership and business sense sets an excellent 
example of what can happen when vision, opportunity, and creativity converge.”  
   -MORE 



 

 
MAYOR’S ARTS AWARDS HONOREES 
 
Artist in the Community - Paul Lindhard 
Nominated by Daniel Layman, visual artist Paul Lindhard serves on the board of the San 
Buenaventura Artists’ Union, co-founded the annual Fire & Light festival and is founder 
of Art City Studios. This highly prolific artist has produced sculptural works for 
museums and galleries throughout the United States. He has a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
degree from UC Santa Barbara and has been a fine arts instructor at Santa Barbara City 
College. Known for his generous spirit, Paul has been an ongoing supporter of fellow 
local artists and of Ventura’s growth as “California’s New Art City”.  
 
Arts Leader - Linda Ottsen 
Characterized as a “whirlwind force”, Linda Ottsen was nominated by Ventura College 
President Dr. Robin Calote for her work as the Artistic Director of the Ventura College 
Opera and Musical Theatre (VCOMT). An accomplished professional singer, Linda came 
to Ventura in the late ‘70s and began teaching vocal instruction. She soon founded the 
Ventura County Opera before moving over to the VCOMT where she worked for ten 
years and oversaw over twenty operas and musicals including two world premieres. 
With a dual mission of providing “performing arts educational opportunities for 
students” and “cultural enrichment to Ventura County audiences”, Linda’s leadership 
and organizational skills have been instrumental in the growth and high artistic standards 
of VCOMT’s productions. Under Linda’s guidance, VCOMT has involved over 700 
students, performed for over 40,000 audience members, and raised approximately 
$500,000 in donations and grants. 
 
Arts Educator - Carlisle Cooper 
Nominated by Paul Benavidez and Carolyn Friend, Carlisle Cooper has been teaching 
drawing and painting at Ventura College for more than forty years. A graduate of the 
prestigious Art Institute of Chicago, Carlisle has had over 25 one-person exhibitions 
around the country and Europe. Prior to teaching, he had a national syndicated cartoon 
strip. His absolute dedication to teaching and rigorous artistic standards have influenced 
several generations of young artists.  
 
Emerging Artist - Brian McDonald 
Nominated by Amber Landis, Brian McDonald is a graduate of the Boston Conservatory 
of Music, Dance and Theatre and has acted in over 60 plays and Broadway musicals. A 
talented director as well, Brian will be directing the upcoming Rubicon Theater 
production of Bus Stop in 2008. In his role as Educational Director at Rubicon Theatre, 
Brian directed their first youth musical performance and created their Theatre Camp 
program. Brian has a demonstrated commitment to exposing youth to professional 
theater through their Outreach program. Brian has brought a high level of 
professionalism to Rubicon’s theater training – confirmed by many of the youth 
themselves. 
 


