
Display curated by Cynthia Thompson, Historian

www.the-history-studio.com

The Pacesetters

A group of visionary leaders 
headed by William Dewey 
Hobson, took the lead in the 
establishment of Ventura County 
in 1873, forty years before the 
building of the “house for the 
people” now known as City Hall.

The Star Free Press celebrated 
these leaders in a 1973 special 
issue on “Ventura County’s 
First Century” documenting one 
hundred years of county heritage, 
growth and accomplishment. 
Many of their homes and places 
of business are still standing 
today.
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1973 Commemorative  
Medallion

Ventura County 
marked the centennial 
of its founding with 
a commemorative 
medallion that 
represented the county’s 
history from 1873 to 1973. 

2013 Commemorative 
Magnet

The City of Ventura 
created this memento 
gift to the public that 
bears witness to this 
state landmark’s first 
century in 2013.
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