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Introduction

Background

Ventura’s Westside community exhibits some of the City’s oldest, most diverse, and historically
significant properties due to manner in which the area developed. The area first developed as a
route to Ojai and Santa Barbara to the north, and was the home to a few of the City’s early
pioneering families who established small independent farms along the route. After the turn of
the twentieth century oil was discovered along present day Ventura Avenue; and into the 1920s,
Ventura’s Westside community saw a significant change in character from a spattering of small
independent agricultural farms to an industrial area supporting oil-related industries and modest
worker’s housing. The City has an interest in identifying the significant cultural landmarks and
resources within this diverse area as a planning tool. Therefore, this survey has been conducted
in accordance with the goals identified in the 2005 General Plan and to help inform the Westside
Community Plan and Code.

Previous Surveys and Designations

Although the City has undergone several efforts over the years to systematically survey the city,
the Westside area has never been comprehensively surveyed for historic and cultural resources.
The first study to cover the City’s historic resources was conducted in 1977-79. This study was
conducted by an intern from the Public History program at University of California at Santa
Barbara, which resulted in the City passing a Historic Preservation Policy and Plan. In 1980
Greenwood and Associates prepared a study for the City’s Redevelopment Agency called the
Archival Study/Historic Overview: Downtown San Buenaventura Redevelopment Study Area, but
it only covered the City’s downtown redevelopment area (bounded by Palm Street on the east,
Harbor Boulevard on the south, Ventura River on the west and Poli Street/Park Row Avenue and
Wall Streets on the north).

In 1983, Judy Triem of San Buenaventura Research Associates prepared a Phase 1 Cultural
Heritage Survey of Downtown and Ventura Avenue. This study was partially funded through the
State Office of Historic Preservation and consisted of a comprehensive block by block survey of
all the properties in the downtown area that were not previously covered in the previous
Downtown Redevelopment study; however the Ventura Avenue area was done selectively and
only covered the properties prior to 1900. However, representative properties constructed prior to
1940 were photographed. Triem’s study inventoried a total of eighty-five (85) properties within
the Ventura Avenue area, including seventy-nine (79) residences, three (3) commercial
properties, and three (3) cultural properties. Of the properties inventoried in the survey, Triem
recommended twenty-five (25) properties as potential landmark properties, nine (9) of which
were recommended as eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. However, due to a
lack of time and funding, the area was not comprehensively surveyed and as a result, the survey
recommended that this area be studied further.




