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NOTICE TO CANDIDATES 

The Candidate's Manual is intended to provide general information about 
the subject matter covered and does not have the force and effect of law, 
regulation, or rule. It is distributed with the understanding that the City 
Clerk's Office is not rendering legal advice; and, therefore, the Candidate's 
Manual is not to be a substitute for legal counsel for any individual or 
candidate. In case of conflict, the law, regulation, or rule will apply. 
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CANDIDATE'S CHECK LIST 

Please note the following candidacy documents must be submitted simultaneously to 
the City Clerk's Office between July 18, 2011, and August 12, 2011, during the office 
hours of 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. City Hall is closed alternate Fridays on July 29, and 
August 12, 2011. However, the City Clerk's Office will be open on Friday, August 
12, 2011. All candidacy documents shall be filed on the appropriate forms provided by 
the City Clerk's Office. 

REQUIRED: 

Nomination Paper 

Ballot Designation Worksheet 

Candidate's Statement 

Candidate's Statement Payment Agreement or Waiver 

Statement of Economic Interests, Form 700, 2010/2011 

Expenditure Ceiling Statement 

OPTIONAL: 

Code of Fair Campaign Practices 
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ABBREVIATED ELECTION CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND DEADLINES 

NOMINATION PERIOD: During this time candidates may obtain 
and submit candidacy documents for the City Council positions. 

NOMINATION PERIOD (Extension): If upon the close of the 
nomination period, an eligible incumbent has not filed, the 
nomination period for that office will be extended for 5 days for 
candidates other than the eligible incumbent. 

MAILING OF VOTER SAMPLE BAllOT PAMPHLET: Voter 
sample ballot pamphlet will be mailed to every registered voter in 
the City of San Buenaventura. 

SEMI-ANNUAL CAMPAIGN FILINGS: The filing will report any 
contribution activity for the period covering January 1, 2011, 
through June 30, 2011. 

CAMPAIGN FILINGS (1 st Pre-Election): The filing will report any 
contribution or expenditure activity for the period covering January 
1, 2011, through September 24, 2011, if this is the first report, or 
July 1, 2011, through September 24, 2011. This report is due in 
the City Clerk's Office by personal delivery or by postmarked first 
class mail delivery. 

VOTER REGISTRATION (CLOSE): Close of registration for the 
election. 

VOTE BY MAil: Registered voters may apply for vote by mail 
ballot. If a voter applies by mail prior to this period the ballot will 
not be mailed until October 10, 2011. 

CAMPAIGN FILINGS (2nd Pre-Election): The filing will report any 
contribution or expenditure activity for the period covering 
September 25, 2011, through October 22, 2011. This report is due 
in the City Clerk's Office by personal delivery or by postmarked 
guaranteed overnight mail delivery. 

EMERGENCY/lATE VOTE BY MAil: Voters may apply for an 
"emergencyllate" vote by ballot at the County Elections Division, 
800 South Victoria Avenue, Ventura, during this period if they are 
unable to go to their polling place on election day. 

CAMPAIGN FILINGS (3rd Pre-Election): The filing will report any 
contribution or expenditure activity for the period covering October 
23, 2011, through November 2, 2011. (Municipal Code Article 7, 
Sec. 2.215.710). This report shall be deemed filed only if received 
in the City Clerk's Office by 5:30 p.m. by personal delivery, mail, or 
facsimile (with the original placed in the mail). 

CAMPAIGN FILINGS (late Contributions and late Independent 
Expenditures): The filing will report any contribution or 
independent expenditure activity in the amount of $1,000 or more 
for the period covering October 23, 2011, through November 7, 
2011. 

July 18, 2011, through August 12,2011 

August 17, 2011 

September 29, 2011, through October 18, 2011 

August 1, 2011 

September 29, 2011 

October 24, 2011 

October 10, 2011, through November 1, 2011 

October 27, 2011 

November 2, 2011, through November 7, 2011 

November 4, 2011 

Must be filed within 24 hours of the monetary 
contribution or independent expenditure; or within 
48 hours of the non-monetary contribution or 
independent expenditure. 
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ABBREVIATED ELECTION CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND DEADLINES (Contd.) 

SEMI-ANNUAL CAMPAIGN FILINGS: The filing will report any 
contribution activity for the period covering November 3, 2011, 
through December 31, 2011. 

January 31,2012 
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GENERAL CANDIDACY INFORMATION 

Eligibility 

City of San Buenaventura Charter Section 503 states, "No person shall hold, or be 
eligible for nomination to office as a member of the City Council unless at the time his 
nomination papers are filed or his appointment made, he is a registered voter of this 
City and he has been continuously, for at least one year next preceding his election or 
appointment, a resident of this City or of territory annexed thereto." 

Nomination Period 

The nomination period for obtaining and submitting candidacy documents for the three 
City Council positions is Monday, July 18, 2011, through Friday, August 12, 2011, 
during the office hours of 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. City Hall is closed alternate Fridays 
on July 29, and August 12, 2011. However, the City Clerk's Office will be open on 
Friday, August 12, 2011. All candidacy documents must be submitted simultaneously 
and on the appropriate forms provided by the City Clerk's Office. 

If an eligible incumbent does not file by August 12, 2011, the nomination period is 
extended to Wednesday, August 17, 2011, at 5:30 p.m. An eligible incumbent may not 
submit candidacy documents during this extended period. 

Nomination Papers 

It is recommended that you submit your nomination paper to the City Clerk's Office well 
in advance of the deadline in case it is determined that you do not have the required 
minimum valid signatures, thus allowing you sufficient time to remedy the situation 
before the filing deadline. 

A candidate for a City Council position shall be proposed by not less than 20 nor more 
than 30 registered voters of the City. 

Only the signatures of persons registered to vote within the City of San Buenaventura 
will be valid to sign or circulate City Council nomination papers. A person registered to 
vote within the City of San Buenaventura may sign up to three nomination papers of 
City Council candidates, one for each of the three seats to be filled. Only one person 
may circulate the nomination paper. The Affidavit of Circulator and Affidavit of Nominee 
must be completed before submitting the nomination paper to the City Clerk's Office. 

The signatures of persons shall be appended on the same sheet of paper and each 
signer shall add his or her place of residence, giving the street and number, if any, or 
another designation of his or her place of residence, so as to enable its location to be 
readily ascertained. 
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CANDIDATE'S STATEMENT WORD COUNT STANDARD 

The following are the guidelines for computing the word count: 

1. The title and signatures are not counted - only the text is counted. 

2. Punctuation ..................................................................................................... free 

3. Dictionary words .............................................................................................. one 
The words "I," "a," "the," "and," "an" are counted as individual words. 

4. Abbreviations .................................................................................................. one 
Examples are USC, PTA, U.S.M.C., and V.P.D. 
Each abbreviation for a word, phrase, or expression. 
All acronyms count towards the all CAPS word limit of 10. 

5. All geographical names ................................................................................... one 
Examples are County of Ventura - 1 word 

San Buenaventura - 1 word 
City of San Francisco - 1 word 
Los Angeles - 1 word 

6. All district proper names ............ '" ...................................................... one per word 
Examples are Ventura Unified School District - 4 words 

Ventura River County Water District - 5 words 

7. Numbers: 
Digits (1, 10, or 100, etc.) .......................................................................... one 
Spelled out (one, ten, or one hundred) ...................................................... one per word 

8. Numeric combinations (1866, 13%,2009-10, 50/0) ......................................... one 

9. Dates: 
All digits (11/8/2011) .................................................................................. one 
Words and digits (November 8, 2011} ....................................................... two 

10. Monetary amounts (if the dollar sign is used with figures - $1,000.00 .... : ....... one 

11. Hyphenated words .......................................................................................... one per word 
Words appearing hyphenated in a 10 year old standard dictionary ........... one word 

12. Website and telephone numbers .................................................................... one 

13. If measure designation (example: Measure A) is used in text ........................ one 

14. Limit of 10 all CAP words 

If the text exceeds the word limit, the author will be asked to delete or change a sufficient 
number of words, or a sentence, to put it within the required word limit. 
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GUIDELINES FOR TYPING CANDIDATE STATEMENTS 

In an effort to control escalating costs, the County Elections Division is using 
computer equipment to automate preparation of the sample ballot pamphlet. To 
maximize automation and efficiency, the candidate statements need to be 
"machine readable" by an optical scanner. 

OCR Readable Typefaces 

The optical character reader (OCR) program is most accurate when reading 
simple "sans serif' (non-serifed) typefaces with uniform stroke widths. An OCR 
also easily reads standard typewriter or computer typefaces set at 10 or 12 
characters per inch. As a general rule, typefaces defined as light, extended, or 
condensed should not be used. Underlining and bold are not allowed. Another 
rule of thumb is to avoid typefaces with sixes or nines, which may appear as an 
eight to an OCR. Italic, highly stylized, and script-like styles should also be 
avoided. If using a dot matrix printer, the minimum print requirement is "near 
letter quality." 

Type Sizes 

EXAMPLES 
EXTENDED 

CONDENSED 
Underlined 

BOLD 
ITALIC 

STYLIZED 
S{P:!lP7 

The recommended type size is 12 point. (A point is a printing unit equal to 
approximately 1/72.") 

EXAMPLES 
8 Point (Too Small) 

10 Point (Acceptable) 
12 Point (Preferred) 
14 Point (Too Big) 

Character Spacing 

"Kerning" (the overlapping or nesting of characters for appearance) and 
"typesetting" should be avoided. The OCR needs to see a clear vertical space 
between characters in order to accurately identify each one. 
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GUIDELINES FOR TYPING CANDIDATE'S STATEMENT (Contd.) 

Graphics and Unusual Characters 

Graphics (pictures, lines, graphs, boxed paragraphs, etc.) and decorative 
characters such as arrows, stars, asterisks, bullets, and other symbols are not 
permitted. 

Print Quality 

Print quality is one of the most important factors for successful OCR processing. 
Characters should be clean, sharp, dark, and uniformly printed. Smudges, fill­
ins, voids (inking gaps) within characters, and extraneous ink outside character 
boundaries can adversely affect OCR processing. 

Block Format 

Submit the original Candidate's Statement form to the City Clerk's Office and 
stay within the double line boundaries on the form. 

Your assistance in helping automate and control costs is appreciated. 
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NAME: AGE: XX 
OCCUPA 

FORMAT: This Is an example of an acceptable format to be used In a 
candidate's statement of quarJflcations. 

CONTENT: Statements may include candidate's age and occupation and a 
200 word description of the candidate's education and qualifications. The 
California Court of Appeal, Fourth District, ,and Division 3 No. G023111 
states that in Elections Code Sec. 13307 "the statute expressly authorizes 
comments on one's own qualifications to the exclusion of comments on an 
opponenrs qualifications: The fonowlng Indentation format is accept!lble: 

PT At 1998·2001 
City Council, 19~1998 
American Heart Association, 1994·1996 

HIGHLIGHTS: Some words may also be In ALL CAPITAL LETTERS or in 
ANY combination, to show emphasis only. The number of capHalized words 
is limtted to ten or less. Bold and und,erllned words are not acceptable. 

PARAGRAPHS: The candidate statement is printed as submitted. Please 
exercise caution as grammar will not be proofed or changed. The statement 
must be typed in upper and lower case. Graphics and characters such as 
arrows, stars, asterls~ and ,other symbols are not permitted. Statements 
that do not comply with the guidelines will be reformatted to fillhe space 
allocated. 

STATEMENT #1 

CANDIDATE FOR MEMBER OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
CITY OF XXXXXX;)(X~ 

NAME: AGE: XX 
OCCUPATION: 

Opportunity is the chance to create, to work and to learn, 
Opportunity is the ability to recognize potential and then to have the 
foresight to capitalize on that potential to provide even more opportunity and 
more potential. 

. Our Town has vast potential for economic and social opportunity, lying 
largely untapped. The major reason? Unresponsive, unfocused and 
unimaginative city govemment leadership, which steadfastly falls to address 
theprol)lem of a shrinking business and Individual tax base, while trying to 
fund increasingly costly and necessary c~y services. 
As a Hometown Council Member. 1 will be responsive to community and 
individual concems. I will be accessible. I will focus the powerful resources 
of our city'S govemment and tap into the unrealized potential of our 
oceanfront and downtown business areas. I wHI support local businesses 
and work diligently to attract new, clean, IndUstries to Hometown that will 
provide Jobs and increase tax revenues. I will use my practical imagination 
to lind solutions to the problems of crime, refuse disposal and water. 
As a 22 year resident of Hometown and local small business owner. I have. 
through experience, the potential to help make a better City. Alii need, and 
ask for, Is the opportunity. 
Our current City Council Is made up of people who are out to profit from 
their position. Councilman Whoever Is especially untrustworthy. 

STATEMENT 113 

CANDIDAiiijiiiiIIOUNCIL 

NAME: AGE: XX 
OCCUPATION: 

eeeSONAL 
As a Hometown resident for 50 years, I know that in order for our city 

to meetlhe needs of it's citizens, economic stability is a must. We need a 
government that listens and acts accordingly! Public Safety. support for 
local businesses. promoting jobs for our cnizens, cutting over-regulation, 
maintaining our environment and quality of life are essential 10 the health 
and well being of our community. 

OUAlIFICATIONS 

I have served on the High School Board, Municipal Water District, 
and the Recreation and Park District. I have also served on the Hometown 
Commission for the City of Hometown for the past 9 years and prior to that 
as a member of the Architect Review Committee. Based on this baclcground 
along with my business experience and my involvement in numerous 
non-profit organizations. I am qualnied to serve on the Hometown City 
Council. 

ao.&.S 
Over the past 20 years our population has grown 16.8% while our 

city's budget has grown 150%. It Is time to take charge and make changes. 
, I will work for you and with you. 

= NOW IS THE TIME TO VOTe FOR A REAL WINNER 
= NOW IS THE TIME FOR REAL CHANGE 
= NOW IS THE TIME FOR CLEAR THINKING 

'" '" * • • • VOTE FOR ME ... '" '" '" • '" 
STATEMENT 112 

CANDIDATE FOR MEMBER OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
,. . . Ii NAME: AGE: XX I k I , 

, I .,.< , 

OCCUPATION: 

GOVERNMENT: 
Planning Commission 15 years, Chairman' 0 years, Vice-chairman 6 
years • Besidential Development Evaluation Board 6 years First 
Chairman 
Instrumental in development of standards/ordinances for: 

Residential Planned Development. Precise Plan of Design 
(Architecture) • Grading Controls. Solar Collection Systems • 
Radio Tower/Dish Antenna Jnstallation 

Pursued environmental concerns through the following: 
Open Space/Scenic Highway General Plan Elements ·Saturn 
Canyon Study. Ridgeline Study • Height Overlay Zone· 
Historical Landmark Overtay Zones 

Other Committees: 
Alternative Housing Redevelopment Area Project Advisory 

WORK EXPERIENCE: 
18 years Insurance Agency/Currently Vice President local agency 

SCHOOLS: 
PTA President. Saturn Oaks High School & Moon School 
Vice-President·Satum Councll P.T.A.'s • Saturn Oaks School District 
Administrative Ass't. successful bond election 

COMMUNITY: 
Chairman, Heart Fund Area Chairman, American Cancer Society • 
Vlce·Chairman, United Way. Vice-Chairman, Open Space Committee 
to purchase Lost Orbit Golf Course 

aOALS: 
Preservation of open space, ridgelines, parks 
Preservation 01 traffic/circulation problems 
Low crime rate 
Provide affordable housing including rentals 
Support for senior citizens needs 

, STATEMENT t4 

56-01 

NON ACCEPTABLE 
STATEMENT #1 

NO INDENTATION ALLOWED 

STATEMENT #2 
NO CENTERING OR UNDERSCORE 
NO ARROWS OR ASTERISKS ALLOWED 
EXCEEDS 10 CAPITALIZED WORDS 
EXCEEDS 30 LINES OF TEXT AND BLANK LINES 
NO fNDENTATION ALLOWED 

STATEMENT #3 
COMMENTS ON OPPONENTS ARE NOT ALLOWED 

STATEMENT #4 
EXCEeDS 30 LINES 
NO BOLD ALLOWED 
NO INDENTATION ALLOWED 
NO BULLETS ALLOWED 
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CAMPAIGN DISCLOSURE STATEMENTS 

All officeholders and candidates for public office and their controlled committees are 
required to file campaign disclosure statements. Failure to file in a timely manner may 
result in penalty fines and other civil actions. The Technical Assistance Division of the Fair 
Political Practices Commission (FPPC) is available to answer questions at 1-866-275-3772 
or at http://www.fppc.ca.gov. 

Campaign Disclosure Forms and Filing Deadlines 

The Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) has issued Information Manuals. These 
manuals provide information on who, when, and where campaign statements must be 
filed. All manuals and forms are available on the FPPC website. Campaign Disclosure 
Manual 2, May 2007, should be read by all candidates and treasurers in order to be 
informed of the specific requirements of candidacy. Although the state provides a 
variety of forms from which to choose, Forms 410,460,470,497, and 501 are the most 
commonly used by officeholders and candidates. 

Officeholders and candidates who do not have a controlled committee, do not anticipate 
receiving contributions totaling $1,000 or more, and do not anticipate spending $1,000 
or more during the calendar year file a Form 470. To determine if $1,000 has been 
raised or spent, or will be raised or spent, the candidate's personal funds for the 
candidate's statement is excluded. If, after filing Form 470, an officeholder or candidate 
receives contributions totaling $1,000 or more or makes expenditures totaling $1,000 or 
more during the same calendar year, Form 470 Supplement must be sent and filed. 

Officeholders and candidates must file an original and one copy of the campaign 
statements in the City Clerk's Office. The campaign disclosure statements are a public 
record. 

The following chart describes the campaign disclosure statements required to be filed 
and their respective deadlines: 

STATEMENT DEADLINE 
First Pre-Election Campaign Statement covering Thursday, September 29, 2011 
January 1, 2011, through September 24, 2011, if 
this is the first report, or July 1, 2011, through 
September 24, 2011. 

Second Pre-Election Campaign Statement covering Thursday, October 27, 2011 
September 25, 2011, through October 22, 2011. 

Third Pre-Election Campaign Statement covering Friday, November 4, 2011 
October 23, 2011, through November 2, 2009. 
(Municipal Code Article 7, Sec. 2.215.710) 

Late Contribution and Expenditure filings report any Must be filed within 24 hours of the monetary 
contribution or independent expenditure activity in contribution or independent expenditure; or within 
the amount of $1,000 or more for the period 48 hours of the non-monetary contribution or 
covering October 23, 2009, through November 7, independent expenditure. 
2009. 

Semi-Annual Campaign Statement covering Tuesday, January 31,2012 
November 3,2011, through December 31,2011. 



23

ADMINISTRATION § 2.215.210 

Chapter 2.215 who is financing a candidate's campaign 
is an important part of the democratic 

Campaign Reform Act 

ARTICLE 1. TITLE, FINDINGS AND 
PURPOSE 

Sec. 2.215.110. Title. 

This act may be cited as the San Buenaventura 
Campaign Reform Act. 
(Code 1971, § 9.100.010) 

Sec. 2.215.120. Findings and declarations. 

In enacting this act, the following findings and 
declarations are adopted: 

1. Monetary contributions to political cam­
paigns are a legitimate form of participa­
tion in the political process, but the finan­
cial strength of certain individuals or 
organizations should not permit the exer­
cise of a disproportionate or controlling 
influence on the election of candidates. 

2. The rapidly increasing costs of political 
campaigns have forced many candidates 
to raise larger and larger amounts of 
money from individuals and interest groups 
with a specific financial stake in matters 
before the city council. This has caused a 
public perception that votes are being 
improperly influenced by monetary con­
tributions. This perception is undermin­
ing the credibility and integrity of the 
governmental process. 

3. Candidates are raising less money in small 
contributions and more money in large 
individual and organizational contribu­
tions. This has created the public impres­
sion that the small contributor has an 
insignificant role to play in political cam­
paigns. 

4. The integrity of the governmental pro­
cess, the competitiveness of campaigns 
and public confidence in local officials are 
all diminishing. 

5. The public's right to have timely, accurate 
and reasonably complete information about 

process. 
(Code 1971, § 9.100.020) 

Sec. 2.215.130. Purpose. 

It is the purpose of this act: 

1. To ensure that individuals and interest 
groups in San Buenaventura have a fair 
and equal opportunity to participate in 
municipal elective and governmental pro­
cesses. 

2. To reduce the influence of large contribu­
tors with a specific financial stake in 
matters before the city council, thus coun­
tering the perception that decisions are 
influenced more by the size of contribu­
tions than the best interests of the people 
of the city. 

3. To limit overall expenditures in cam­
paigns, thereby reducing the pressure on 
candidates to raise large campaign war 
chests for defensive purposes, beyond the 
amount necessary to communicate reason­
ably with the voters. 

4. To increase the value to candidates of 
smaller contributions. 

5. To eliminate fund-raising by candidates 
except during an election cycle. 

6. To improve the disclosure of contribution 
sources in reasonable and effective ways. 

7. To help restore public trust in local gov­
ernmental institutions. 

(Code 1971, § 9.100.030) 

ARTICLE 2. DEFINITIONS; 
INTERPRETATIONS 

Sec. 2.215.210. Definitions. 

For purpose of this chapter, the following words 
and phrases shall have the meanings set forth as 
follows unless the contrary is stated or clearly 
appears from the content: 

Election cycle means that period commencing 
with January 1 of an odd number year and ending 

Supp. No. 19 CD2:13 
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§ 2.215.210 SAN BUENAVENTURA CODE 

on April 15 of the following year. However, in the 
event of a special election called for the purpose of 
filling a vacancy in the city council, election cycle 
means the period commencing with the date the 
city council adopts a resolution calling the special 
election, and a date 180 days following the date of 
the special election. 

Person means any individual, organization or 
political action committee whose contributions or 
expenditure activities are financed, maintained 
or controlled by any corporation, labor organiza­
tion, association, political party or any other per­
son or committee, including any parent, subsid­
iary, branch, division, department or local unit of 
the corporation, labor organization, association, 
political party or any other person, or by any 
group of such persons. 

Two or more entities shall be deemed one person 
when any of the following circumstances apply: 

1. The entities share the majority of mem­
bers of their boards of directors; or 

2. The ·entities share two or more officers; or 

3. The entities are owned or controlled by 
the same majority shareholder or share­
holders; or 

4. The entities are in a parent-subsidiary 
relationship. 

5. An individual and any general partner­
ship in which the individual is a general 
partner, or an individual and any corpo-' 
ration in which the individual owns a 
controlling interest, shall be deemed one 
person. 

Political action committee means any individ­
ual other than a candidate for office, and any 
organization or other combination of individuals 
of persons who receives a contribution during an 
election cycle of $25.00 or more, and who either (i) 
makes a contribution to a candidate for office 
during an election cycle that totals $25.00 or 
more, or (ii) makes independent expenditures in 
su pport of or in opposition to a candidate during 
an election cycle that totals $25.00 or more. 

Qualified campaign expenditure means any of 
the following: 

1. Any expenditure made by a candidate for 
city council, by a committee controlled by 
such a candidate, or by a committee that 
supports or opposes a candidate for dty 
office, for the purpose of influencing or 
attempting to influence the actions of the 
voters for or against the election of any 
city council candidate. 

2. A non-monetary contribution provided at 
the request of or with the approval of the 
candidate, officeholder, committee con­
trolled by the candidate or officeholder or 
a committee that supports or opposes a 
candidate for a city office. 

3. That portion of the total cost of a slate 
mailing or mailing of other campaign lit­
erature produced or authorized by more 
than one candidate which is the greater of 
the cost actually paid or incurred by the 
committee or controlled committee of the 
candidate or the proportionate share of 
the total cost attributable to each such 
candidate. The number of candidates shar­
ing costs and the emphasis on or space 
devoted to each such candidate shall be 
considered in determining the cost attrib­
utable to each such candidate. 

4. "Qualified campaign expenditure II does not 
include any payment if it is clear from the 
surrounding circumstances that it was 
not made in any part for political pur­
poses. 

(Code 1971, § 9.105.010; Ord. No. 2004-023, § 1, 
12-13-04) 

Sec. 2.215.220. Interpretation. 

Unless a term is specifically defined in this act 
or the contrary is· stated or clearly appears from 
the context, the definitions set forth in California 
Government Code, Sections 82000 et. seq., shall 
govern the illterpretation of this act. 
(Code 1971, § 9.105.020) 

Supp. No. 19 CD2:14 
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ADMINISTRATION § 2.215.320 

ARTICLE 3. CONTRIBUTION 
LIMITATIONS 

Sec. 2.215.310. Limitations on contributions 
to candidates. 

A. During an election cycle, no person shall 
make to any candidate for election to the city 
council, or the controlled committee of such a 
candidate, and no such candidate or the candidate's 
controlled committee shall accept from any such 
person, a contribution or contributions totaling 
more than $100.00 for the election for city council 
except as otherwise provided for by this section. 

B. For candidates who adopt the expenditure 
ceilings as defined in article 4. of this act, no 
person shall make to any candidate for election to 
the city council or the controlled committee of 
such a candidate, and no such candidate or the 
candidate's controlled committee shall accept from 
any such person, a contribution or contributions 
totaling more than $200.00 for any person for 
each election for city council. 
(Code 1971, § 9.110.010; Ord. No. 2004-023, § 2, 
12-13~04) 

Sec. 2.215.315. Limitations on independent 
expenditure committees. 

A. During an election cycle, no person shall 
make to any committee which supports or opposes 
a candidate for city council, and no such commit-' 
tee shall accept from any person a contribution or 
contributions totaling more than $100.00 for the 
election for city council except· as otherwise pro­
vided by this section. 

B. During an election cycle, a committee mak­
ing or intending to make expenditures in support 
of or in opposition to a' council candidate may 
receive contributions or other funds from any 
committee member or other person totaling more 
than $100.00, and may use up to $100.00 of all 
such contributions or other funds received from 
the committee member or other person for inde­
pendent expenditures in support of or in opposi­
tion to a city council candidate, provided that: 

(1) The committee member or other person 
consents in writing to the use of a portion 

of his or her contributions or other funds 
to support or oppose political candidates 
or for other political purposes; 

(2) A portion of such committee member or 
other person's contributions or other funds 
not exceeding a total of $100.00 is depos­
ited in a separate campaign banking ac­
count maintained by the committee, and 
thereafter used during the election cycle 
for expenditures in support of or in oppo­
sition to candidates seeking election to 
the office of city councilor for other polit­
ical purposes; and 

(3) If such committee member or other person's 
contributing or other funds are commin­
gled in the committee's campaign banking 
account with funds that are to be used for 
political purposes other than supporting 
or opposing candidates seeking election to 
the office of city council: 

(a) The committee maintains a continu­
ous written accounting of that por­
tion of the funds maintained in the 
committee's banking account that are 
deposited and expended for the pur­
pose of supporting or opposing a city 
council candidate; and 

(b) The committee files a current copy of 
the written accounting with any cam­
paign disclosure statement that is 
required to be filed with the City 
Clerk either pursuant to the State 
Political Reform Act or this Chapter. 

(Ord. No. 2004-023, § 3, 12-13-04) 

Sec. 2.215.320. Prohibition on nonelection 
cycle contributions. 

No candidate or officeholder or the controlled 
committee of such person shall accept any contri­
bution except during an election cycle in which 
the candidate or officeholder is listed on the ballot 
or is a write-in candidate for th~ office for which 
the contribution is made. 
(Code 1971, § 9.110.020) 
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Sec. 2.215.330. Return of contributions. 

A contribution shall not be considered to be 
received if it is not negotiated, deposited, or 
utilized and is returned to the donor within 30 
days of receipt. 
(Code 1971, § 9.110.040) 

Sec. 2.215.340. Loans. 

A. A loan shall be considered a contribution 
from the maker and the guarantor of the loan and 
shall be subject to the contribution limitations of 
this act. 

B. Every loan to a candidate or the candidate's 
controlled committee shall be by written agree­
ment which shall be filed with the candidate's or 
committee's campaign statement on which the 
loan is first reported. 

C. The proceeds of a loan made to a candidate 
by a commercial lending institution in the regular 
course of business and on the same terms avail­
able to members of the public and which is 
secured or guaranteed shall not be subject to the 
contributions limitations of this chapter. 

D. Extensions of credit, other than loans pur­
suant to subsection C. of this section, for a period 
of more than 30 days are subject to. the contribu­
tion limitations of this chapter. 

E. Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
act, a candidate for city council shall not loan or 
otherwise transfer to the candidate's campaign, 
funds, or other thing of value, in excess of 
$10,000.00. Nothing shall be construed to restrict 
a candidate from contributing the candidate's 
own funds or assets to the candidate's campaign. 
(Code 1971, § 9.110.050) 

Sec. 2.215.350. Family contributions. 

A. Contributions by a husband and wife shall 
be treated as separate contributions and shall not 
be aggregated. 

B.Contributions by children under 18 years of 
age shall be treated as contributions by their 
parents and attributed proportionately to each 
parent, one-half to each parent or the total amount 
to a single custodial parent. 
(Code 1971, § 9.110.060) 

Sec. 2.215.360. Treatment of money received 
as contributions, income or 
gifts. 

Any funds received by any candidate running 
for election to the city council, or any committee 
controlled by such candidate, shall be considered 
a campaign contribution, income or a gift. All 
campaign contributions received by such persons 
shall be subject to the provisions of this act, 
unless such campaign contributions are used ex­
clusively for elections other than city council 
elections. All income and gifts shall be subject to 
the reporting and disqualification provisions of 
the Political Reform Act, Government Code Sec­
tions 87100 et seq. 
(Code 1971, § 9.110.070; Ord. No. 2004-023, §'4, 
12-13-04) 

Sec. 2.215.370. One campaign committee and 
one campaign banking ac­
count per candidate. 

Except as may be otherwise provided by state 
law, a' candidate shall have no more than one 
campaign committee and one campaign banking 
account in which all campaign contributions shall 
be deposited and from which all campaign expen­
ditures shall be made. 
(Code 1971, § 9.110.080; Ord. No. 2004-023, §5, 
12-13-04) 

ARTICLE 4. EXPENDITURE CEILINGS 
AND CONTRIBUTION LIMITS 

Sec. 2.215.410. Expenditure ceilings. 

A. All candidates for city council who adopt 
campaign expenditure ceilings as defined below 
are permitted the higher contribution limit as 
defined in article 3. 

B. No candidate for office who files a state­
ment of acceptance of expenditure limits, nor any 
controlled committee of such a candidate, shall 
make qualified campaign expenditures above the 
following amounts and subject to the following 
restrictions: 

1. Except as otherwise provided herein, a 
candidate for city council, a controlled 
committee of such candidate, may not 
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spend more than $20,000.00 in the elec­
tion to be eligible for the higher contribu­
tion limits. 

2. The expenditure ceiling will be adjusted 
by the city clerk as described in article B. 
of this act. 

(Code 1971, § 9.120.010) 

Sec. 2.215.420. Time periods for expendi­
tures. 

For purposes of the expenditure ceilings and 
contribution limitations, qualified campaign ex­
penditures, actual or accrued, and contributions 
made at any time up to the date of election, shall 
be considered expenditures or contributions for 
that election. 
(Code 1971, § 9.120.020) 

ARTICLE 5. ACCEPTANCE OF 
EXPENDITURE CEILINGS 

Sec. 2.215.510. Candidate acceptance or re­
jection of expenditure ceil­

, ings. 

A. Each candidate for office, at the time of 
filing the candidate's nomination papers, shall 
file a statement accepting or rejecting the expen­
diture ceilings in article 4. 

B. If a candidate declines to accept the expen­
diture ceilings in article 4., the candidate shall be 
nonetheless subject to the contribution limita­
tions in article 3. 

C. A candidate who agrees to accept the expen­
diture ceilings in article 4. may not change that 
decision, except that if any opposing candidate 
files a statement of rejection, then the candidate 
may rescind the candidate's acceptance within 
ten calendar days of the last date for filing nom­
ination papers provided that the candidate has 
not accepted any contributions in amounts greater 
than the limitations set forth in article 3., subsec­
tion 2.215.310.A. 
(Code 1971, § 9.130.010) 

ARTICLE 6. INDEPENDENT 
EXPENDITURES 

Sec. 2.215.610. Contribution limitations. 

Any person who makes independent expendi­
tures supporting or opposing a candidate shall 
not accept any contribution from another person 
in excess of the amounts set forth in article 3., 
subsection 2.215.310.B. of this act. Nothing shall 
be construed to restrict a person's right to make 
independent expenditures of their own funds in 
support or opposition to a city council candidate. 
(Code 1971, § 9.140.010) 

Sec.' 2.215.620. Coordinated campaigns. 

No candidate or committee controlled by such a 
candidate shall coordinate their campaign with 
any independent expenditure made by another 
person. No information about planned for, or paid 
for, campaign expenditures may be shared be­
tween a candidate or a committee controlled by 
such a candidate and a person making an inde­
pendent expenditure in support of or opposition 
to, any city council candidates. 
(Code 1971, § 9.140.020) 

Sec. 2.215.630. Reproduction of materials. 

Any person who reproduces, broadcasts or dis­
tributes any material which is drafted~ printed, 
prepared or previously broadcast by a candidate 
or a committee controlled by such a candidate, 
shall report such activity and its value as a 
non-monetary contribution to such candidate or 
committee. 
(Code 1971, § 9.140.030) 

Sec. 2.215.640. Notice of independent expen­
ditures. 

Any person who makes independent expendi­
tures of more than $250.00 in support of or in 
opposition to any candidate shall notify the city 
clerk in writing within two working days of the 
expenditure. 
(Code 1971, § 9.140.040; Ord. No. 2004-023, § 6, 
12-13-04) 
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ARTICLE 7. ADDITIONAL DISCLOSURE 
REQUIREMENTS 

Sec. 2.215.710. Additional pre-election cam­
paign statement. 

In addition to the campaign statement re­
quired to be filed pursuant to the Political Reform 
Act, commencing with Government Code Section 
81000, candidates, their controlled committees 
and independent expenditure committees that 
have expended funds to support or oppose candi­
dates for election to the city council, shall file a 
pre-election statement on the Friday before each 
election. This statement shall have a closing date 
of the Wednesday immediately preceding the elec­
tion date, and shall be deemed to be filed only if 
received by the city clerk prior to 5:00 P.M. on the 
Friday immediately preceding the election date. 
The statement may be filed with the city clerk by 
personal delivery, mail, or a telephoned facsimile. 
(Code 1971, § 9.150.010; Ord. No. 2004-023, § 7, 
12-13-04) 

Sec. 2.215.720. Campaign statements filed by 
political action committees. 

Every political action committe shall file cam­
paign statements with the city clerk at the time 
required by the Political Reform Act, as set forth 
in Goverment Code Section 84000 et seq., and 
containing all of the information required either 
by Political Reform Act or the provisions of this 
article. 
(Code 1971, § 9.150.015) 

Sec. 2.215.730. Disclosure of occupation and 
employer. 

No contribution of $25.00 or more shall be 
deposited into a campaign checking account un­
less the name, address, occupation and employer 
of the contributor is on file in the records of the 
recipient of the contribution. All campaign state­
ments filed with the city clerk will list the names, 
occupations and employer' of all contributors of 
$25.00 or more. 
(Code 1971, § 9.150.020) 

ARTICLE 8. AGENCY RESPONSIBILITY 

Sec. 2.215.810. Duties of the city clerk. 

The city clerk shall also: 

1. Adjust the expenditure ceilings and con­
tribution limitations on December 1 of the 
even-numbered years to reflect any in­
crease or decrease in the Consumer Price 
Index as provided by this act. Such adjust­
ments shall be rounded off to the nearest 
$25.00 for contributions and the nearest 
$1,000.00 for expenditures. At the first 
regular meeting of the city council follow­
ing December 1 of the even-numbered 
years, the city clerk shall make a written 
report to the city council setting forth the 
amount of such adjusted expenditure ceil­
ing and contribution limitations. 

2. Prescribe all necessary forms for filing 
statements and information. 

3. Prepare and release studies on the impact 
of this act. 

4. Prepare for public review a report within 
five working days of each filing deadline 
that identifies: 

(a) A list of all candidates and organiza­
tions who are known to the city clerk 
to be required to file statements. 

(b) Candidates and organizations that 
have not filed required statements 
on time. 

(c) Candidates and organizations that 
have not listed the occupations and 
employers of all donors over $25.00. 

(d) Any significant irregularities the city 
clerk is aware of in a candidate or 
organization's filing statement. 

5. One month prior to the election cycle, the 
city clerk shall, ascertain the number of 
registered voters in the city. Thereafter, 
and for the ensuing election cycle, where 
the number of registered voters exceeds 
the number ascertained for the first elec­
tion covered by ~his chapter, the expendi­
ture limitation of $20,000.00 shall be in­
creased $1.00 for each registered voter in 
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excess of the number ascertained for the 
first election covered by this act. Such 
adjustment shall be rounded to the near­
est $1,000.00. 

(Code 1971, § 9.160.010; Ord. No. 2004-023, § 8, 
12-13-04) 

Sec. 2.215.820. Inflation/deflation. 

A. Any amount subject to a limitation or ceil­
ing, or established pursuant to formula set forth 
in articles 3, 4 and 5 of this act, shall be automat­
ically adjusted on December 1, 1996 and on De­
cember 1 of each even-numbered year thereafter, 
upward or downward, equivalent to the most 
recent change in the annual average of the Con­
sumer Price Index as published by the United 
States Department of Labor for the Los Angeles-
Metropolitan area. . 

B. For purposes of calculating the annual in­
flator/deflator factor under this section, the base 
year shall be that year ending with the quarter 
ending June 30, 1996. Rates shall first be ad­
justed on December 1, 1996, and every two years 
thereafter, based on the annually calculated change 
from the base year. 
(Code 1971, § 9.160.020) 

ARTICLE 9. DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS 
FUNDS 

Sec. 2.215.910. Disposition of unexpended 
campaign funds. 

Any funds remaining to a candidate, or any 
controlled committee of such candidate, at the 
end of the election cycle during which such funds 
have been raised shall be disposed of in the 
manner provided for by the Political Reform Act of 
1974, as adopted in section 81000 et seq. of the 
California Government Code, together with all 
implementing regulations now or hereafter pro­
mulgated by the Fair Political Practice Commis­
sion. 
(Code 1971, § 9.180.010; Ord. No. 2004-023, § 9, 
12-13-04) 

Sec. 2.215.920. Reserved. 

Editor's note-Ord. No. 2004·023, § 10, adopted Decem­
ber 13, 2004, repealed § 2.215.920 which pertained to the 
retention offive thousand dollars by office holders and derived 
from Code 1971, § 9.180.020. 

Sec. 2.215.930. Reserved. 

Editor's note-Ord. No. 2004-023, § 11, adopted Decem­
ber 13, 2004, repealed § 2.215.930 which pertained to the 
disposal of surplus funds and derived from Code 1971 
§ 9.180.030. ' 

ARTICLE 10. ENFORCEMENT 

Sec. 2.215.1010. Criminal actions. 

A. Any perS0n violating any of the provisions 
or failing to comply with any of the mandatory 
requirements of this act, shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor. Any person convicted of such a 
misdemeanor, unless provision is otherwise made 
herein, shall be punishable by a fine of not more 
than $500.00, or by imprisonment in the county 
jail for a period not exceeding six months or by 
both such fine and imprisonment. 

B. As an alternative to the penalty provided 
above, violation of or failure to comply with any 
provision of or condition lawfully imposed under 
this act, may be deemed to constitute an infrac­
tion as provided in Section 17 of the California 
Penal Code, and penalties for such infractions 
shall be as set forth in Subdivision 1ge of the 
Penal Code. 

C. Any person who causes any other person to 
violate any provision of this act, or who aids or 
abets any other person in the violation of any 
provision of this act, shall be equally subject to 
the provisions of this section. 
(Code 1971, § 9.190.010) 

Sec. 2.215.1020. Civil action. 

A. Any person who makes an unlawful contri­
bution or expenditure in violation of this act shall 
be liable in a civil action brought by the city 
attorney or, in the case of a conflict of interest on . 
the part of the city attorney, an attorney retained 
by the city on the city attorney's recommendation, 
or by or on behalf of a person residing within the 
city, for an amount not more than three times the 
amount of the unlawful contribution or expendi­
ture. Any person who violates any other provision 
of this Act shall be liable in a civil action brought 
as set forth herein for an amount not more than 
$5,000.00. 
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B. If two or more persons are responsible for 
any violation, they shall be jointly and severally 
liable. 

C. Any person, before filing a civil action pur­
suant to this subdivision, shall first file with the 
city attorney a written request for the city attor­
ney to commence action. The request shall con­
tain a statement of the grounds for believing the 
cause of action exists. The 'city attorney shall 
respond within 40 days after receipt of the re­
quest indicating whether the city attorney in­
tends to file a civil action. (In the case of a conflict 
of interest on the part of the city attorney, inde­
pendent counsel shall be retained to formulate 
this response.) If the city attorney or, when appli­
cable, independent counsel indicates in the affir­
mative and files a suit within 40 days thereafter, 
no other action may be brought unless the action 
brought by the city attorney or independent coun­
sel is dismissed without prejudice. 

D. In determining the amount of liability, the 
court may take into account the seriousness of the 
violation and the degree of culpability of the 
defendant. If a judgment is entered against the 
defendant or defendants in an action,' the entire 
amount shall be paid into the general fund of the 
city. 

E. No civil action alleging a violation of any 
provision of this act shall be filed more than one 
year after the date the violation occurred. 
(Code 1971, § 9.190.020; Ord. No. 2004-023, § 12, 
12-13-04) 

Sec. 2.215.1030. Injunctive relief. 

The city or any person residing in the city may 
sue for injunctive relief to enjoin violations or to 
compel compliance with the provisions of this act. 
(Code 1971, § 9.190.030; Ord. No. 2004-023, § 13, 
12-13-04) 

Sec. 2.215.1040. Cost of litigation. 

The court may award to a plaintiff, or a defen­
dant, other than the city, who prevails in any 
action ~uthorized by this act, the costs of litiga­
tion, including reasonable attorneys' fees. 
(Code 1971, § 9.190.040; Ord. No. 2004-023, § 14, 
12-13-04) 

Sec. 2.215.1050. Disqualification. 

In addition to any other penalties prescribed by 
law, if an official receives a contribution violative 
of this act, the official shall not be permitted to 
make, participate in making or in any way at­
tempt to use the official's official position to 
influence any governmental decision in which the 
contributor has a financial interest. The provi­
sions of Government Code Sections 87100 et seq. 
and the regulations of the fair political practices 
commission shall apply to interpretations of this 
section. 
(Code 1971, § 9.190.050) 

ARTICLE 11. MISCELLANEOUS 
PROVISIONS 

Sec. 2.215.1110. Applicability of other laws. 

Nothing in this act shall exempt any person 
from applicable provisions of any other law. 
(Code 1971, §9.200.010) 

Sec. 2.215.1120. Effective date. 

This act shall take effect January 1, 1996. 
(Code 1971, § 9.200.020) 

Sec. 2.215.1130. Severability. 

If any section, subsection, subdivision, sen­
tence, sum, percentage, clause or phrase of this 
act is for any reason held to be unconstitutional, 
invalid or void, such decision not shall affect the 
validity of the remaining portions of this act. The 
city hereby declares that it would have passed 
this act, and every section, subsection, subdivi­
sion, sentence, sum, percentage, clause and phrase 
thereof, irrespective of the fact that anyone or 
more sections, subsections, subdivisions, sen­
tences, sums, percentages, clauses or' phrases 
thereof is declared unconstitutional, invalid or 
void. 
(Code 1971, § 9.200.030) 

Sec. 2.215.1140. Amendments. 

A. This act may be amended or repealed at any 
time by an ordinance approved by the electors of 
the City of San Buenaventura. 
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B. Except for the contribution limits and ex­
penditure limits, this act may be amended from 
time to time by ordinance adopted by five affir­
mative votes of the members of the city council 
upon a finding by the council that such amend­
ment is consistent with and in furtherance of the 
purposes of this chapter [act]. 
(Code 1971, § 9.200.040) 
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CITY OF SAN BUENAVENTURA 
EXPENDITURE CEILING STATEMENT 

For Member of the City Council 

TYPE OR PRINT IN INK 

I. CANDIDATE INFORMATION: 

(805) 
Name of Candidate Daytime Telephone Number 

Mailing Address City Zip Code 

Pursuant to the San Buenaventura Campaign Reform Act: 

II. DECLARATION: 

[] I accept the voluntary expenditure ceiling of $30,000 for the November 8, 
2011, General Municipal Election. Single source contribution limit = $275. 

[] I do not accept the voluntary expenditure ceiling for the November 8, 2011, 
General Municipal Election. Single source contribution limit = $150. 

III. VERIFICATION: 

I certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 
foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed this ___ day of _____ , 2011. 

Signature of Candidate 
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CODE OF FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES 
Excerpt from Elections Code 

20400. Intent of legislature. 

The Legislature declares that the purpose of this chapter is to encourage every 
candidate for public office in this state to subscribe to the Code of Fair Campaign 
Practices. 

It is the ultimate intent of the Legislature that every candidate for public office in 
this state who subscribes to the Code of Fair Campaign Practices will follow the basic 
principles of decency, honesty, and fair play in order that, after vigorously contested, but 
fairly conducted campaigns, the citizens of this state may exercise their constitutional 
right to vote, free from dishonest and unethical practices which tend to prevent the full 
and free expression of the will of the voters. 

The purpose in creating the Code of Fair Campaign Practices is to give voters 
guidelines in determining fair play and to encourage candidates to discuss issues 
instead of untruths or distortions. 

(Added by Stats. 1994, c. 920, § 2) 

20420. Definition of "Code." 

As used in this chapter, "Code" means the Code of Fair Campaign Practices. 
(Added by Stats. 1994, c. 920, § 2) 

20440. Subscription to code; form. 

At the time an individual is issued his or her declaration of candidacy, nomination 
papers, or any other paper evidencing an intention to be a candidate for public office, 
the elections official shall give the individual a blank form of the code and a copy of this 
chapter. The elections official shall inform each candidate for public office that 
subscription to the code is voluntary. 

In the case of a committee making an independent expenditure as defined in 
Section 82031 of the Government Code, the Secretary of State shall provide a blank 
form and a copy of this chapter to the individual filing, in accordance with Title 9 
(commencing with Section 81000) of the Government Code, an initial campaign 
statement on behalf of the committee. 

The text of the Code shall read as follows: (See appended "CODE OF FAIR 
CAMPAIGN PRACTICES"). 

(Amended by Stats. 2006, c. 551, § 2) 

20441. Supply of forms. 

The Secretary of State shall print, or cause to be printed, blank forms of the 
code. The Secretary of State shall supply the forms to the elections officials in 
quantities and at times requested by the elections officials. 

(Added by Stats. 1994, c. 920, § 2) 



34

Code of Fair Campaign Practices (Contd.) 

20442. Retention of forms; public inspection. 

The elections official shall accept, at all times prior to the election, all completed 
forms which are properly subscribed to by a candidate for public office and shall retain 
them for public inspection until 30 days after the election. 

(Added by Stats. 1994, c. 920, § 2) 

20443. Public record. 

Every code subscribed to by a candidate for public office pursuant to this chapter 
is a public record open for public inspection. 

(Added by Stats. 1994, c. 920, § 2) 

20444. Voluntary. 

In no event shall a candidate for public office be required to subscribe to or 
endorse the code. 

(Added by Stats. 1994, c. 920, §2) 
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There are basic principles of decency, honesty, and fair play which every 
candidate for public office in the State of California has a moral obligation to observe 
and uphold in order that, after vigorously contested by fairly conducted campaigns, our 
citizens may exercise their constitutional right to a free and untrammeled choice and the 
will of the people may be fully and clearly expressed on the issues. 

THEREFORE: 

(1) I SHALL CONDUCT my campaign openly and publicly, discussing the issues 
as I see them, presenting my record and policies with sincerity and frankness and 
criticizing without fear or favor the record and policies of my opponents or political 
parties that merit this criticism. 

(2) I SHALL NOT USE OR PERMIT the use of character defamation, whispering 
campaigns, libel, slander, or scurrilous attacks on any candidate or his or her personal 
or family life. 

(3) I SHALL NOT USE OR PERMIT any appeal to negative prejudice based on a 
candidate's actual or perceived race, religious creed, color, national origin, ancestry, 
physical disability, mental disability, medical condition, marital status, age, sexual 
orientation, sex, including gender identity, or any other characteristic set forth in Section 
12940 of the Government Code, or association with another person who has any of the 
actual or perceived characteristics set forth in Section 12940 of the Government Code. 

(4) I SHALL NOT USE OR PERMIT any dishonest or unethical practice that 
tends to corrupt or undermine our American system of free elections, or that hampers or 
prevents the full and free expression of the will of the voters including acts intended to 
hinder or prevent any eligible person from registering to vote, enrolling to vote, or voting. 

(5) I SHALL NOT coerce election help or campaign contributions for myself or for 
any other candidate from my employees. 

(6) I SHALL IMMEDIATELY AND PUBLICLY REPUDIATE support deriving from 
any individual or group that resorts, on behalf of my candidacy or in opposition to that of 
my opponent to the methods and tactics that I condemn. I shall accept responsibility to 
take firm action against any subordinate who violates any provision of this code or the 
laws governing elections. 

(7) I SHALL DEFEND AND UPHOLD the right of every qualified American voter 
to full and equal participation in the electoral process. 

I, the undersigned, candidate for election to public office in the State of California 
or treasurer or chairperson of a committee making any independent expenditures, 
hereby voluntarily endorse, subscribe to, and solemnly pledge myself to conduct my 
campaign in accordance with the above principles and practices. 

Date Signature 
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LITERATURE REQUIREMENTS 
Excerpt from Elections Code 

16. Literature requirements. 

A copy of Section 84305 of the Government Code shall be provided by the 
elections official to each candidate or his or her agent at the time of filing the declaration 
of candidacy and to the proponents of a local initiative or referendum at the time of filing 
the petitions. 

(Added by Stats. 1994, c. 920, §2) 

MASS MAILING REQUIREMENTS 
Excerpt from Government Code 

84305. Mass mailings; requirements. 

(a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), no candidate or committee shall send 
a mass mailing unless the name, street address, and city of the candidate or committee 
are shown on the outside of each piece of mail in the mass mailing and on at least one 
of the inserts included within each piece of mail of the mailing in no less than 6-point 
type which shall be in a color or print which contrasts with the background so as to be 
easily legible. A post office box may be stated in lieu of a street address if the 
organization's address is a matter of public record with the Secretary of State. 

(b) If the sender of the mass mailing is a single candidate or committee, the 
name, street address, and city of the candidate or committee need only be shown on 
the outside of each piece of mail. 

(c) If the sender of a mass mailing is a controlled committee, the name of the 
person controlling the committee shall be included in addition to the information required 
by subdivision (a). 

"Mass mailing" as defined in G.C. 82041.5 means over two hundred substantially similar 
pieces of mail, but does not include a form letter or other mail which is sent in response 
to an unsolicited request, letter or other inquiry. 
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POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT REQUIREMENTS 
Excerpt from Elections Code 

20008. Political advertisement requirements. 

Any paid political advertisement that refers to an election or to any candidate for 
state or local elective office and that is contained in or distributed with a newspaper, 
shall bear on each surface or page thereof, in type or lettering at least half as large as 
the type or lettering of the advertisement or in 10-point roman type, whichever is larger, 
the words "Paid Political Advertisement." The words shall be set apart from any other 
printed matter. 

As used in this section "paid political advertisement" shall mean and shall be 
limited to, published statements paid for by advertisers for purposes of supporting or 
defeating any person who has filed for an elective state or local office. 

(Added by Stats. 1994, c. 920, § 2) 
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POLITICAL SIGNS 

The placement of political signs is subject to regulation by the City of San Buenaventura, County 
of Ventura, and State of California. 

City Regulations 

Temporary Political Sign 

Temporary political signs shall not be installed more than six months prior to any national 
election or more than three months prior to any other election, and shall be removed within ten 
days of the completion of the subject election. Temporary political signs identifying campaign 
headquarters shall not be subject to Sections 24.420.100 through 24.420.250. Temporary 
political signs located on private property shall have the permission of the property owner. 
Temporary political signs may be located in a public right-of-way, such as within treewells, 
sidewalks, or parkways but not within medians or roadways. No temporary political sign on 
private property or in a public right-of-way shall be located in a manner that may constitute a 
traffic hazard or create a hazardous condition for persons using the public right-of-way. 
(Excerpt from Municipal Code, Chapter 24.420.050, Paragraph 10) 

Owner's Authorization 

It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to post, stick, stamp, paint or otherwise affix, or 
cause to be done by another, any notice, placard, bill, poster, or advertisement to or upon any 
sidewalk, crosswalk, curbing, hydrant, tree, fence, inclosure or building, or upon any telegraph, 
telephone, or electrical lighting pole, without first obtaining the permission of the owner, agent or 
occupant thereof. 
(Excerpt from Municipal Code, Section 18.220.010, Paragraph E) 

Handbills 

It shall be unlawful for any persons, either directly or indirectly, to distribute, deposit, place, 
throw, scatter, or cast, any handbill in or upon any public thoroughfare, park, ground, or other 
public place within the city or upon any private yard, grounds, walk, porch, steps, mailbox, 
vestibule, house, residence, building, or any other private property. 
(Excerpt from Municipal Code, Section 18.220.010, Paragraph A) 

County Regulations 

If a candidate, committee, or persons representing a candidate or committee are posting signs 
outside the corporate limits of the City, the County of Ventura regulations will apply. If there are 
any questions relating to political signs posted outside the corporate limits of the City, contact 
the County Planning Division at 654-2488. 

State Regulations 

Political signs within view of State or County highways are subject to the provisions of the 
Outdoor Advertising Act. Candidates may direct questions regarding State regulations to the 
State of California, Department of Transportation at (916) 654-4790. 
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REQUEST FOR PUBLIC RECORDS AND INFORMATION 

The City Clerk's Office will be the central point to receive your requests for records and 
information from the City. Our office will direct your request to the appropriate 
department, division, or office. The goal of the City is to provide a timely response to 
requests for any and all public records and information. 

A request for a readily available document or information may be made verbally, and it 
will be provided promptly. A request for multiple documents or a number of questions 
must be made electronically at www.citvofventura.net via "My Ventura Access." 
Pursuant to the Public Records Act, the City will provide the records and information 
within 10 days or advise you in writing of any exemption from disclosure or delay in 
providing them. A request that requires research, retrieval, and reproduction will be 
provided at the earliest date possible and, in any case, within 20 days. Our office will 
maintain all requests for records and information together with the responses for review 
by the candidates and the public. 

You may review records and information in our office at no cost, or fees will be charged 
for copies of records in accordance with the current fee schedule. Duplicate 
documents/records, if available, may be checked out from the City Clerk's Office for a 
period of 10 days at no cost. If the information is needed for a longer period of time, our 
office must be contacted. 
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GENERAL COUNCILMEMBER INFORMATION 

Council Meetings 

The City Council holds its regular meetings three Mondays a month at 6:00 p.m. in the 
City Hall Council Chambers, 501 Poli Street, Ventura, California. Special meetings of 
the City Council may be called at any time by the Mayor or by three members of the City 
Council by written notice to each member of the City Council, the City Manager, and the 
news media. 

Other Activities of the City Council 
Members of the City Council may also serve as the City's representatives on advisory 
bodies, agencies, or organizations such as (not all inclusive): 

Air Pollution Control District (APCD) 
Animal Regulation Commission 
Association of Ventura County Cities (AVCC) 
Association of Water Agencies Board (AWA) 
Beach Erosion Authority for Control Operations and Nourishment 

(BEACON) 
Casitas Municipal Water District (Liaison) 
Chamber of Commerce Board (Liaison) 
City of Oxnard (Liaison) 
City Selection Committee 
Downtown Ventura Organization (DVO) 
Economic Development Collaborative - Ventura County (EDC-VC) 
Fair Board (Liaison) 
Fox Canyon Groundwater Management Agency 
Gold Coast Transit (GCT) 
International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) 
League of California Cities 
Legislative Liaisons 
Library Services Commission 
Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) 
Museum of Ventura County (Liaison) 
Point Mugu Regional Airport Authority 
Port District Board (Liaison) 
Port/City Liaison Committee 
Regional Defense Partnership 21 st Century (RDP-21) 
Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) 
Surfers Point Working Group 
Ventura Auto Center Dealers' Association and New Car Association 
Ventura County Council of Governments (VCOG) 
Ventura County Regional Energy Alliance 
Ventura County Transportation Commission (VCTC) 
Ventura Music Festival 
Ventura Social Services Task Force 
Ventura Regional Sanitation District (VRSD) 
Ventura Unified School District City/School Liaison Committee 
Visitors and Convention Bureau (Liaison) 
VISTA Committee 
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General Councilmember Information (Contd.) 

Council Standing Committees 

Three Councilmembers serve on the Finance, Audit, and Budget Committee to consider 
and make recommendations to the entire City Council on matters relating to finance, 
audits, budget, capital planning, debt, and such related fiscal issues as may be referred 
to it by the City Council. 

Additionally, three Councilmembers serve for 12 months, alternately, on the Council 
Appointments Recommendation Committee for the purpose of interviewing prospective 
candidates and making recommendations to the entire City Council in regard to 
appointments to all the boards, commissions, and committees of the City. The Mayor 
does not sit on the Committee. 

Council Advisory Group Information 

The City of San Buenaventura takes great pride in the citizens who serve on the 
Council's Advisory Groups. The following represents the standing advisory boards, 
commissions, and committees: 

Cultural Affairs Commission 
Design Review Committee 
Downtown Parking Advisory Committee 
Historic Preservation Committee 
Housing Authority Board 
Library Advisory Commission 
Local (Construction) Appeals Board 
Mobile Home Rent Review Board 
Parks and Recreation Commission 
Planning Commission 
Public Art Commission 
Tree Advisory Committee 
Ventura Port District Commission 

While the City Council appoints members of the community to serve on the Housing 
Authority Board and the Ventura Port District Commission, they are autonomous 
agencies that do not report to the City Council. 

Compensation 

Members of the City Council receive a maximum of $600 per month. In addition, the 
Mayor, or other Councilmember acting as the Mayor for 30 days or more, receives a 
maximum of $700 per month. Members of the City Council receive reimbursement for 
Council authorized traveling and other expenses when on official duty. 
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