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KSA - Biddy Mason

Biddy Mason Park
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KSA - Pico g

Pico Garnier Historic Area
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KSA - Our Saviour

Church of Our Saviour



Narduli - Lincoln



Narduli - Veterans Pier



Narduli - All Faiths Chapel
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These soils are not eternal, far from it. 
They are young.

William Bryant Logan
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Cemetery Memorial Park
Cemetery

Memorial

Park

Project Background
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A Place to Remember

A Place to Remember - Cemetery Memorial Park
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Historic Image

St. Mary’s Cemetery and Ventura City 
Cemetery - Founded 1862, 1889
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Historic Image

St. Mary’s Cemetery and Ventura City 
Cemetery - Founded 1862, 1889
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Site in disrepair

Ventura City Cemetery and St. Mary’s 
Cemetery - 1949
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Turf and Trees
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Landscape Goals and Objectives

1. Create a befitting memorial or commemorating public area 
enhancement

2. Enhance Veteran’s memorial flagpole area

3. Repair rock wall and stairways

4. Replace and add new perimeter landscaping

5. Add benches

6. Address parking area and alley

7. Address stormwater
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Memorial Goals and Objectives

1. Create a Memorial Park that is a place of honor

2. Retrieve and display as many of the existing headstones as 
possible

3. Install signage acknowledging history and religious significance
of Cemetery Memorial Park

4. Determine the location of the deceased and provide maps
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Community Meeting 

September 27, 2007

•Introduction of design team

•Project background and precedents

•Community comments
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Woodland Stockholm

History of Memorial Landscapes
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Way we remember
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Site Analysis
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CMP Today

Existing Conditions
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Bench under tree
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Perimeter plantings
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Hist stone wall
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parking
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Sloped corner
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Sloped corner
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Community Meeting Sept 07
Community comments

•Design should be sensitive to local history and issues

•Honor the deceased and acknowledge the history of the site

•Continue park as passive use space, not active use

•Maintain open feeling of site that park users currently enjoy
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The mountain veiled in mist is not a hill
An oak tree in the rain is not a weeping willow

Khalil Gibran
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Memorial Memorial 
GreenGreen

GardensGardens

MemorialMemorial

VeteransVeterans’’ WalkWalk
FlagpoleFlagpole

Refurbished Wall and PlantingsRefurbished Wall and Plantings

POLI ST.POLI ST.

ALISO ALISO 
LANELANE

MAIN ST.MAIN ST.

Landscape Master Plan
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1. Memorial Concept
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2. Landscape Master Plan
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The graveyard draws the living still
But never any more the dead

Robert Frost
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Goals

•Commemorate history

•Respect the burial sites

•Connect park with community

•Create welcoming access

•Provide comfortable gathering areas

•Sustainability and stormwater
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Opportunities

•Beautiful open site with views of ocean and coast

•Mature trees and well maintained turf

•Historic stone wall gives site character

•Close to downtown and historic core

•Celebrate Ventura’s natural beauty and rich history
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Constraints

•Burial sites limit landscape changes

•Mantain open feeling and views

•Stormwater management
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Memorial Memorial 
GreenGreen

GardensGardens

MemorialMemorial

VeteransVeterans’’ WalkWalk
FlagpoleFlagpole

Refurbished Wall and PlantingsRefurbished Wall and Plantings

Landscape Master Plan
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Main Lawn Area
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Terraced Memorial Gardens
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Terraced Memorial Gardens - Section
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Terraced Memorial Gardens - Riparian Garden
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Terraced Memorial Gardens - Oak Grove
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Terraced Memorial Gardens - Orchard
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Veteran’s Walk and Flagpole
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Veteran’s Walk and Flagpole



                                    
  LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

 Katherine 
Spitz 

  Associates 
 Inc. 

Veteran’s Walk
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Aliso Lane pedestrian lighting
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WPA Wall and Planting Refurbishment
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The grave seems to interrupt the human 
story.

But the fact is that graves are motherly for the 
earth.

They wrap up the things of time and return 
them to the cradle, 

so that the show goes on, 

so that nothing can stop the stories from 
being told.

William Bryant Logan
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